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Hockenheim Wants To Race
Hockenheim has confirmed it 
is in early talks with Formula 1 
over the possibility of hosting 
a grand prix in 2020.

After securing title 
sponsorship from Mercedes to 
help keep the German Grand 
Prix on the calendar for 2019, 

Hockenheim was unable to reach a 
fresh agreement with F1 to host the 
race again this year.

The German Grand Prix did 
not feature on the 22-race calendar 
initially planned by F1 for 2020, 
only for the COVID-19 pandemic 
to result in the opening 10 rounds 
to be called off.

F1 officials are now aiming 
to complete a run of European 

FORMULA 1
races behind closed doors over the 
summer - prompting Hockenheim 
to throw its hat into the ring as a 
potential venue.

“I can confirm that we are in 
talks,” Hockenheim CEO Jorn 
Teske said.

“We were and are in contact 
with our colleagues from Formula 
1 from time to time anyway. After 
so many years of partnership, it is 

quite normal to ask each other what 
the respective status is.

“We are in dialogue regarding 
these topics. And we have also 
talked about the uncertainties of the 
race calendar in Formula 1.”

Teske said that while early talks 
had taken place, they were yet 
to discuss any potential dates or 
contractual terms.

“We talked about whether such 

a thing is possible, how it would 
take place. We exchanged ideas 
casually,” Teske said.

“But not about dates, 
conditions, contract set-ups, 
which are absolutely necessary 
in order to be able to seriously 
examine something like this. It 
didn’t go that far.”
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LONG ENOUGH: This year 
had been scheduled to be the 

longest F1 campaign in history 
at 22 races, but the sport is 
now targeting a campaign 

of between 15 and 18 events 
once racing is able to resume 

in safe circumstances.

No Jokers In This Pack
Sebastian Vettel and Esteban 
Ocon believe a shorter Formula 
1 season would still result in a 
worthy 2020 world champion.

But they have both stressed 
a more condensed campaign 
would place an extra premium on 
consistency - with Ocon admitting 
teams and drivers would be left 
without any “jokers” to play in 
their results.

This year had been scheduled 
to be the longest F1 campaign in 
history at 22 races, but the sport 
is now targeting a campaign 
of between 15 and 18 events 
once racing is able to resume in  
safe circumstances.

Tentative plans are being put 
in place to open the season with 
a behind-closed-doors Austrian 
GP on July 5, provided relevant 
government permissions are given, 
but F1 have also stressed they know 
nothing can yet be set in stone amid 
the fast-moving coronavirus crisis.

The continued growth of the F1 
calendar means at least 19 events 
per season were held in the 2010s, 

FORMULA 1
while every season since 1984 has 
featured a minimum of 16 races.

But however long the 2020 
campaign ends up being, Renault 
driver Ocon reckons it would not 
devalue the achievements of the 
year’s eventual title winners.

“The more we can do the better 
it would be for a championship,” 
Ocon told Sky Sports News. “But 
I agree that for a good 10 races or 
more if we can do that it would be 
still valid.

Picture: Pirelli

Lorenzo Return On Hold
Yamaha MotoGP team boss 
Lin Jarvis has downplayed 
the chances of Jorge Lorenzo 
returning to full-time 
competition in 2021.

Lorenzo retired from MotoGP 
at the end of last year following 

a miserable sole campaign on the 
works Honda, though signed with 
Yamaha in the winter to become its 
official test rider.

The three-time premier class 
champion was due to make a 
wildcard appearance on the 
M1 at the Catalan Grand Prix 
before it was postponed by the  
coronavirus pandemic. 

MOTOGP
During the opening pre-season 

test of the year in Malaysia – where 
Lorenzo rode the 2019-spec M1 
on the last day – he admitted a 
full-time return was slightly more 
likely, though he insisted he was 
still 98 percent convinced of his 
retirement, and more recently he 
claimed that he “wouldn’t be short 
of offers” if he decided to reverse 

his decision.
However, in an interview given 

to Italian newspaper Gazzetta 
dello Sport, Jarvis said he wasn’t 
sure how feasible a comeback for 
Lorenzo would be.

“It could be another solution for 
Petronas [SRT] or others, he only 
has a one-year contract with us,” 
said Jarvis. “The test in Sepang 

helped him rediscover the 
Yamaha and certain reflexes.

“He too is now confused: 
it becomes difficult to decide 
whether to race again without 
being able to ride on track. He 
was supposed to do the wildcard 
in Barcelona, now we don’t even 
know if they will be allowed  
this season.”
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Verstappen Move Outlawed
Supercars is set to outlaw a 
pitlane hack first introduced to 
its Eseries by Max Verstappen 
and since adopted by Scott 
McLaughlin.

The trick involves manually 
managing speed when transiting 
pitlane during stops, which allows 
the car to move slightly quicker 
than if the pit speed limiter  
is engaged.

Supercars is now set to outlaw 
the practice, with use of the limiter 
to be made mandatory.

It’s believed Verstappen was the 
first to use the cheeky workaround 
during his cameo in the series 
a fortnight ago, which included 
jumping Shane van Gisbergen 
and pulling two seconds on 
Scott McLaughlin during one of  
his stops.

The issue really came to a head 
during last night’s round, however, 
after McLaughlin followed Mark 

FORMULA 1
Winterbottom into the pits during 
the fourth race but was able to get 
out ahead of him.

That stop included a pitlane 
speeding infringement for the 
Penske Ford driver after an over-
eager exit, which was cleared by 
race control.

In an earlier stop, McLaughlin’s 
engineer Richard Harris can be 
heard telling the Bathurst 1000 
winner to ‘use his trick’ on his way 
into pitlane.

The All Stars Eseries 
continues next Wednesday 
with races at famous Formula 1 
venues Spa-Francorchamps and  
the Nurburgring.

Picture: Red Bull Content Pool

SPEED: It’s believed 
Verstappen was the first to 

use the cheeky workaround 
during his cameo in the series 

a fortnight ago.

Fast And Furious
This year’s Le Mans 24 Hours 
could be one of the fastest in 
recent history due to cooler 
conditions prevailing in France 

LE MANS during September, according to 
Goodyear’s Motorsport Director 
Ben Crawley.

The 88th running of the French 
classic has been moved from its 
original June slot to September 19-
20 due to the coronavirus pandemic, 

and ACO President Pierre Fillon 
is willing to push back the event 
further until October or November 
if the situation so demands.

In either case, ambient and track 
temperatures would be significantly 
lower than in June, while a larger 

chunk of the race would take place 
under limited visibility at night.

Moreover, 2020 marks the 
final year of the LMP1 class in 
its current guise, before slower 
LM Hypercars make up the 
new top category of the FIA 
World Endurance Championship  
from 2021. Goodyear, which 
supplies tyres to JOTA and Jackie 
Chan DC Racing outfit in the 
LMP2 class of WEC as well as 
some of the ELMS teams that will 

take part at Le Mans, expects lap 
times to come down significantly 
because of the rescheduled date.

“I think what we could 
see [is] one of the faster or 
quicker Le Mans in recent 
history because typically with 
cooler temperatures comes an 
expectation of drivers and teams 
being able to opt for a greater 
balance, or focus on some of the 
softer specification tyres that we 
would have.

novel coronavirus spread.
At present, the 70,000-capacity 

exhibition centre in the London 
Docklands is still set to stage a 
double-headed FE event on the 
July 25-26 weekend as the series 
returns to the UK.

In response to the COVID-19 

Racetrack Converted To Hospital
The London ExCeL Centre, 
which is scheduled to host 
the Formula E season finale, is 
being re-purposed to open as 
a temporary hospital amid the 

FORMULA E
pandemic, and in conjunction with 
the Ministry of Defence, the venue 
will open as a two-ward makeshift 
hospital that can accommodate 
4,000 beds.

Along with other identified 
sites, which look set to include 
the National Exhibition Centre 

in Birmingham, it is hoped the 
temporary facilities will relieve 
some of the strain on the NHS.

In a daily government press 
conference, health secretary Matt 
Hancock said: “We will, next week, 
open a new hospital, a temporary 
hospital, the NHS Nightingale 

Hospital at the Excel centre  
in London.”

“With the help of the military 
and with NHS clinicians, we 
will make sure that we have the 
capacity that we need so that 
everyone can get the support that 
they need.
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McNish Said No Thanks
Audi Formula E team principal 
Allan McNish says he was 
offered a drive in the series 
but turned it down after 
he retired from sportscars, 

partly due to his scepticism of  
the series.

Prior to the first season of 
the championship in 2014, FE 
organisers created a pool of high-
profile drivers to build attention 
– similar to the method currently 
taken by Extreme E.

FORMULA E
Three-time Le Mans 24 Hours 

winner McNish was approached 
by FE to contest the inaugural 
season, despite having retired from 
racing at the end of 2013 after 
winning the FIA World Endurance 
Championship title with co-drivers 
Tom Kristensen and Loic Duval.

McNish said that as well as 
stepping down from racing, he 
had rejected the FE offer owing to 
reservations about the series and its 
short-term future. He said: “When 
I retired from racing in 2013, I was 
asked if I was interested in driving 
in Formula E. Apart from the fact 

that I had made my decision, I 
was sceptical, because I have 
seen a lot of new championships 
come and go.

“But, what I hadn’t seen 
[then] was the dynamic and start-
up mentality that these Formula E 
guys had.”

campaign is likely to be further 
delayed, with the current schedule 
already stretching into November.

Meanwhile, SUPER GT 
has delayed its curtain-raiser at 
Okayama until July and has also 
postponed its overseas rounds 
in Thailand and Malaysia until 
December and January, which 
would have meant any Dream Race 
taking place during the season.

Representatives from DTM 
and SUPER GT both declined to 
comment when contacted.

Picture: DTM.com

BAD START:  The inaugural 
standalone event for DTM 

cars and SUPER GT’s GT500 
machines, both of which are 

built to Class One regulations, 
took place last November at 

Fuji Speedway

Dream Race Nightmare
The inaugural standalone 
event for DTM cars and SUPER 
GT’s GT500 machines, both of 
which are built to Class One 
regulations, took place last 
November at Fuji Speedway, 
three weeks after the conclusion 
of the SUPER GT season.

Seven DTM cars, four from 
Audi and three from BMW, made 
the trip for the Fuji event, which 
followed on from three SUPER GT 
cars (one from each manufacturer) 
appearing as wildcards in the 
Hockenheim DTM finale.

Plans were understood to be in 
the works for another collaboration 
between the two championships 
off the back of the success of the 
Fuji event, but these now appear 
to be on the backburner as each 
organiser prioritises getting its own 
season underway.

The DTM had been planning 
to kick off with July’s Norisring 
round, but extensions on bans on 
mass gatherings in Germany and 
Belgium mean the start of the 2020 

DTM/
SUPER GT

Off Road Ladies Wanted
Teams contesting the 
Extreme E all-electric off-
road racing series will be 
required to field both a male 
and female driver in a two-
person line-up to promote 
gender equality.

The regulation is thought 
to be a first for an international 
motorsport championship.

Five events are planned for 
the inaugural XE season – set 
to kick off in January – and 
each will comprise two 6.2-mile  
(10km) laps.

Teams will be made up of 
an interchangeable driver and 

EXTREME E
co-driver pairing who will swap 
after a lap each in a changeover 
“incorporated into the race format”.

XE founder and CEO Alejandro 
Agag said: “We are ensuring with 
our sporting format that drivers 
of all backgrounds will be able 
to compete with the same tools at 
their disposal at every event on  
the calendar. “We are striving for 

equality, and this sporting format is 
the truest reflection of that goal.

“Everybody will race together 
and the most effective combination 
of drivers, team, engineer and car 
will rise to the top.”

Three women are already 
assigned to the XE drivers’ 
programme, including maiden W 
Series champion Jamie Chadwick 

and IMSA WeatherTech 
SportsCar driver Katherine 
Legge.

Michele Mouton, the 
president of the FIA Women in 
Motorsport Commission, said: 
“This is a great opportunity for 
women and men to team up, 
compete together and against 
each other



IN THE BLOOD: At the young age of 15 Henk Lategan competed in his first regional rally with his father Hein, an accomplished 
motorsport personality, past track racing champion, rally driver and Cross Country competitor, reading the notes.

Henk Has The Passion
Toyota Gazoo Racing SA Team 
member Henk Lategan might 
be the youngest driver in the SA 
Cross Country Series (SACCS) to 
have won the prestigious 2019 
Overall Production Vehicle and 
Class FIA championships in only 
his third year of National Cross 
Country racing, but this young 
man has many successful strings 
to his bow.

At the young age of 15 Henk 
competed in his first regional 
rally with his father Hein, 
an accomplished motorsport 
personality, past track racing 
champion, rally driver and Cross 
Country competitor, reading  
the notes.

“My passion has always been 
rallying, and one of my motorsport 
heroes is nine-time World Rally 
Champion (WRC) Sebastien Loeb.  
In 2015 I was extremely privileged 
to compete in the Monte Carlo Rally 
where Loeb made a rare appearance 
having retired from WRC at the end 
of the 2012 season,” Lategan said. 

During the next five years 
Henk progressed through the 
ranks of National Championship 
Rallying, with navigator Barry 
White, competing in S1400, S2000 
Challenge and the premier S2000 
class for modified, normally-
aspirated, four-wheel drive cars 
with an engine capacity not 
exceeding two litres.

In 2013 the versatile South 
African teenage rally driver was 
selected as a wild card for the elite 
Young Driver Excellence Academy, 
run by the FIA,  the world governing 
body of motorsport.  The Academy 
provided a fully funded training 
programme aimed at helping drivers 
to develop their motorsport careers, 
while increasing safety skills and 
actively promoting the principles of 
safety, fairness and responsibility, 
both on and off the track.

In the same year, Henk was 
also elected to the Sasol VW 
Rally team alongside experienced 
teammates and motorsport greats 
Enzo Kuun and Hergen Fekken.  In 
the latter part of his Sasol VW Rally 
career his teammates included 
the late Gugu Zulu and Thilo 
Himmel.  When VW withdrew 
from rallying at the end of 2015 
Henk took a sabbatical from South  
African motorsport.

“Thanks to my Dad’s dedication 
and passion and my insatiable desire 
to constantly learn and enhance my 
race-craft, I had the opportunity to 
compete in numerous WRC and 
international rallies which included 

SACCS

events in Austria, Belgium, 
Portugal, Italy, Hungary, the UK 
and Monte Carlo to name but a 
few,” Lategan said.

“I never thought I would become 
a Cross Country racer, but when I 
was offered the opportunity to race 
a Class T Ford Ranger with Neil 
Woolridge Motorsport in 2017, I 
grabbed it with both hands. It was a 
huge learning curve and I instantly 
realised the importance of stamina, 
dedicated focus and teamwork. 
I was extremely proud to finish 
sixth in the Overall Production 
Vehicle standings and fourth in 
Class T behind teammates Lance 
and Gareth Woolridge in year one,” 
Lategan said.

2018 delivered a new challenge 
for Lategan when he joined the 
highly acclaimed Toyota Gazoo 
Racing SA Team under the 
leadership of Glyn Hall. Lategan 
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was paired with the multiple SA 
Navigators’ champion, Dennis 
Murphy.  This partnership, however, 
was cut short when Rob Howie, 
also a multiple SA Navigators’ 
champion and Giniel de Villiers’s 
navigator, sustained a back injury 
in the early stages of the 2018  
Qatar Rally.

Barry White stepped into the 
breach alongside Lategan with the 
pair winning the 2018 FIA Class 
championship by one point from 
reigning champions and teammates 
De Villiers/ Murphy, and it was 
evident that Lategan had adapted 
well  to the rigours of Cross Country 
racing. The 2019 Overall and FIA  
Class victories, alongside navigator 
and previous Dakar motorcycle 
competitor Brett Cummings, 
was befitting for the vastly  
talented Henk.

The 25 year old Henk and lovely 

wife Inante live in Midstream Estate 
conveniently situated between 
Johannesburg and Pretoria with, 
grandfather and father namesake, 
three month old baby boy Heinrich. 
He certainly keeps us busy so there 
has not been too much time to 
fret over being confined to home 
Lategan commented.  

“Like the thousands of sports 
men and women around the world, 
I respectfully can’t wait for the 
2020 season to resume. Although 
I have limited training facilities at 
home I am staying focused on my 
physical and mental fitness. I also 
enjoy riding enduro bikes non-
competitively as part of my fitness 
regime, so when I am not racing on 
weekends I am out on the bike,” 
Lategan said.

The Dakar Rally was never 
very high on Henk’s bucket list, 
however, having developed a 

passion for the sport and taking into 
consideration the experience gained 
in his relatively short Cross Country 
career, this perception has changed.

“Cross Country racing combines 
so many different emotive facets – 
the adrenalin rush, total exhaustion, 
teamwork, sheer determination and 
unparalleled camaraderie.  It has 
taught me a great deal about myself 
and  the sport in a very short space 
of time,” Lategan said.

“My aim is to always achieve 
at the highest level therefore I 
now consider the Dakar Rally 
as an achievable goal, albeit 
that I still have a lot to learn 
from this exhilarating sport,”  
Lategan concluded.

Picture: Nadia Jordaan



Solberg Wants Own Team
WRC champion Petter Solberg 
says he is in discussions with 
two car manufacturers to 
start his own team in the top 
echelon of world rallying.

Solberg enjoyed a hugely 

successful career in WRC after 
making his debut in 1998, scoring 
13 rally wins and winning Subaru’s 
most recent drivers’ title in 2003.

The Norwegian won back-to-
back titles in the World Rallycross 
Championship after moving across 
to the burgeoning series in 2014, 
but was left without a drive after 

WRC
Volkswagen pulled out of the series 
at the end of the 2018 season.

He officially retired from top-
flight motorsport last year after 
a farewell tour that included a 
WRC2 appearance - his second in 
two years - in a Volkswagen Polo 
R5 and a visit to the Goodwood 
Festival of Speed.

Solberg says he is now in talks 
with multiple car manufacturers to 
return to WRC in the role of team 
manager, having previously driven 
for his own squad at the top level 
following Subaru’s withdrawal 
from the championship at the end 
of 2008.

“Yes, I want a team,” Solberg 

told Eurosport. “I will do it 
my way. No politics. It’s about 
winning - and having one focus. 
Not too many balls that maybe 
many other teams are working 
on.”

“I work with two car factories 
and we have been working for a 
long time already.”
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important right now”.
The five-time World Superbike 

champion has joined the rest of the 
motorsport community in halting 
all racing amid the coronavirus 
crisis and isn’t worried about 
returning to action until the global 
health situation improves.

Rea, who is at home with his 
young family, has effectively 

HEALTH: Reigning World Superbike champion Jonathan Rea #1 says he doesn’t care about fighting for another title during the coronavirus pandemic.

Rea Puts People First
Reigning World Superbike 
champion Jonathan Rea says 
he doesn’t care about fighting 
for another title during the 
coronavirus pandemic and 
while he concedes he misses 
racing he accepts it’s “not that 

WSBK

Marquez Management Problem
Pol Espargaro believes 
Honda will find it “difficult” 
to manage a MotoGP line-up 
comprising Marc Marquez 
and his brother Alex in 2020, 
especially as the pair are 

“very close” off-track.
In the wake of Jorge Lorenzo’s 

retirement, Honda moved to form 
the first all-brother pairing in 
MotoGP when it signed reigning 
Moto2 world champion Alex 
Marquez to join his six-time 
premier class title-winning elder 
sibling Marc.

MOTOGP
Both have spoken over the 

winter about the dynamic in the 
Honda garage, with Alex admitting 
Marc hasn’t offered much in the 
way of advice ahead of his debut 
MotoGP campaign. 

KTM rider Espargaro currently 
shares a grid with his Aprilia-
mounted elder brother Aleix, but 

admits he wouldn’t like to be in the 
same team with him.

Speaking to Sky Italia, 
Espargaro says the “beautiful” 
relationship the Marquez duo have 
will make Honda’s job in managing 
them “even more complicated”.

“It will be difficult for both, 
not only for Alex,” Espargaro 

said when asked to comment on 
Honda’s 2020 line-up.

“Alex is in his first year 
on a difficult bike. In addition 
to this, he will race alongside 
his brother, who he obviously 
knows very well. But there 
is a special rivalry with  
one’s brother. 

swapped being a professional racer 
to become a teacher to his two 
young sons while also working 
on his own YouTube channel to 
provide light relief to his fans.

The current World Superbike 
calendar states a return to action 
at Assen on April 17-19 but that 
looks very unlikely given the 
lockdown measures in place across 

Europe for the coming weeks. 
World Superbike organisers Dorna 
are currently working on a revised 
2020 race calendar which will be 
announced imminently.

“I don’t really care [about 
the championship] - I care about 
people getting healthy again and 
relieving stress on hospitals,” Rea 
told BBC Sport.

“What’s important is we get a 
handle on it and supporting each 
other. It’s really strange, we should 
race in Assen and that hasn’t been 
officially postponed yet but I think 
they are trying to rapidly match the 
calendar together.”

Picture: WorldSBK.com
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RACING GENES: Elvéne,  eldest daughter of the legendary Kassie Coetzee, spent the best part of 
two decades attending races with her dad.

NEW TEAM: 2019 saw the return of Burger and the now Mrs. 
Elvéne Coetzee-Vonk,  but this time in a Red-Lined International 
built Nissan Navara in  the Production Vehicle category.

Elvene Knows The Way
SACCS 
PROFILE
The petite, brown eyed business-
women and triple South African 
Rally Navigators’ champion 
Elvéne Coetzee-Vonk weighs 
in as a “heavyweight” when it 
comes to the male dominated 
world of motorsport.

Elvéne,  eldest daughter of 
the legendary Kassie Coetzee, 
spent the best part of two decades 
attending races with her dad 
Kassie.  During the  late 70’s and 
80’s Kassie excelled at rallying in 
a variety of Nissans before turning 
his hand to Cross Country racing 
in a Toyota Hilux.  Coetzee and 
Richard Leeke senior won the 1992 
and 1993 Toyota 1000 Desert Race 
hosted in Botswana.

Prior to entering the motorsport 
arena as a competitor, Elvéne a 
qualified mathematics, arts, culture 
and technology teacher,  flourished  
in the Equestrian world with her 
accomplishments being rewarded 
with Springbok colours in 2001 
for her Equestrian Tent-Pegging 
Gymkhana talents. 

“While growing up it never 
occurred to me that motorsport 
would play such an important role 
in my life.  From a very young 
age I was passionate about horses 
and riding for honours brought 
out the competitive side in me,”  
Elvéne said.

Elvéne made her motorsport 
debut in 2006 as a navigator with 

Johann van der Merwe in a Toyota 
Tazz in the regional championship.  
Her talent was visible from 
the start.  Between 2007 and 
2010 she further developed 
this talent alongside notable 
drivers like Tjaardt Conradie and  
Etienne Louwrens.

In 2009 Elvéne joined 
eight-time SA Cross Country 
Special Vehicle Champion, Evan 
Hutchison, in a Class A7 Toyota 
RunX in the SA National Rally 
championship. The pair won 
the Class A7 championship in 
Hutchison’s first year of rallying.  
In 2010 Hutchison/Coetzee 
contested the SA National Rally 
championship in a Class S2000 
VW Polo.

In 2011 Ms. Coetzee’s talents 
were recognised by Toyota Gazoo 
Racing SA and she was appointed 
as navigator to the versatile Leeroy 
Poulter.  This partnership spanned  
over a period of six years with the 
pair being crowned SA National 
Rally Overall champions in 2014 
and 2016. In a closely fought 
2015 championship  Elvéne again 
claimed the Overall SA National 
Rally navigators’ title with Leeroy 
Poulter finishing as runner up in 
the drivers’ championship -  the 
anomaly - a change of navigator 
for Mark Cronje. This achievement 
earned Elvéne Coetzee the title 
as the most successful female 
navigator in South African rallying.

Elvéne had her first taste of 
Cross Country racing in the hot 
seat next to Leeroy Poulter in a 
Toyota Hilux at the 2013 Toyota 

1000 Desert Race.  Between 2015 
and 2018 she shared the cockpit 
with various drivers in the Special 
Vehicle category which included 
four events with Australian Dave 
McShane in the Team Fox Porter, 
three with Schalk Burger in the 
King Price Porter, with the pair 
taking a heavy roll on the TDR 
1000, and Schalk sustaining serious 
injuries to his hand. A further two 
events where completed, one with 
Visser Du Plessis in the Porter 
and another with the recuperated 
Burger in mid-2018.

2019 saw the return of Burger 
and the now Mrs. Elvéne Coetzee-
Vonk,  but this time in a Red-Lined 
International built Nissan Navara 
in  the Production Vehicle category.  
The team competed in four events 
before disaster struck again putting 
them out of the running for the 
remainder of the season.

“I was extremely thrilled when 
I was approached by the Neil 
Woolridge Motorsport team to join 
the highly respected and multiple 
Cross Country Class T champion 
Lance Woolridge in the Ford 
Castrol Cross Country Team and 
even more delighted when I learnt 
that we would be contesting the 
FIA Class,” Elvéne said.

Lance, hails from a motorsport 

family with a rich pedigree in Cross 
Country racing.  Father Neil started 
his Cross Country career in the 
late eighties accumulating various 
class titles and event victories with 
navigator Kenny Skjoldhammer, 
however, the most memorable 
being winning the 2000 and 2001 
TDR 1000 and being crowned 2001 
Overall Production Vehicle and 
Class champions in a Mitsubishi.

The Pietermaritzburg based 
Neil Woolridge Motorsport 
(NWM) announced their 2020 
Cross Country season plans in mid-
February this year which included 
some new innovative ideas for the 
season ahead. Included in the plans 
are three twin-turbocharged 3.5 
litre V6 EcoBoost petrol engine 
Ford Rangers – a world first in 
Cross Country racing -  with the 
first test/development vehicle 
making its debut in the capable 
hands of Gareth Woolridge. 

Double Class T champion 
Lance and new navigator Elvéne 
and two-time Brazilian Cross 
Country champions Marcos 
Baumgart and Kleber Cincea will 
campaign upgraded V8-powered 
Ford Rangers in the first couple 
of events.  To keep the Ford flag 
flying high NWM also introduced a 
privateer support programme with 

three Ford Rangers in Class T.
“I have, for a long time, 

admired Lance’s experience and 
talent and am honoured to have 
the opportunity to refine my Cross 
Country skills along such a fine 
competitor.  In my opinion Lance is 
one of South Africa’s best drivers,” 
said Elvéne.

“We all appreciate the 
unprecedented effect of the 
current world health crises, but 
the NWM team are working very 
hard to ensure the timeous roll-
out of our programme,” said  
Lance Woolridge.

“For me it feels as if I am 
on the threshold of my Cross 
Country career and I can’t wait,”   
Elvéne said.

“Over the years I have enjoyed 
incredible support from my family, 
fellow competitors, team managers 
and team members and my husband 
Werner Vonk.  Without their love 
and dedication none of this would 
have been possible. Together with 
my new team NWM and the Ford 
Castrol Cross Country squad I 
hope to contribute more silverware 
to the cabinet.” Elvéne Coetzee- 
Vonk smiled.

Pictures: C Mileman



FORMULA WORLD

THE BEST: Lewis Hamilton has stood out among Formula 1 multiple world champions thanks to 
his “utterly unblemished” sportsmanship record.

Token System Planned
A token system could be 
introduced so that individual 
Formula 1 teams can decide 
which elements of their cars 
they freeze or develop over 
the next two seasons.

It has already been agreed that 
the current chassis will be frozen 

for the 2020 and 2021 seasons, 
and in recent weeks teams and F1 
bosses have been discussing what 
other elements can also be frozen 
in order to cut development costs.

Inevitably teams have different 
ideas about which parts of their 
cars they might like to focus 
on improving over this and the 
following seasons.

During a phone conference 

FORMULA 1
involving team principals, F1 
bosses Chase Carey and Ross 
Brawn and FIA president Jean Todt 
a token system gained support.

In essence it was agreed that 
a significant percentage of the 
overall package will be frozen until 
the end of 2021, and that teams will 
have a set number of development 
tokens which they can deploy in 
the specific areas that they want  

to change.
A similar system was used for 

power units in the early years of the 
hybrid era, with each component 
assigned a certain token value.

Manufacturers were initially 
allocated 32 tokens per year to 
deploy as they wished, and that 
figure was due to drop to 25 in 
2017, 20 in 2018, and then 15  
from 2019.

However, the system was 
abandoned for 2017 to allow 
manufacturers to undertake 
what development they wished 
in an attempt to help Ferrari, 
Renault and Honda to catch the 
hitherto dominant Mercedes.

Hamilton Stands Out
Lewis Hamilton has stood out 
among Formula 1 multiple 
world champions thanks to 
his “utterly unblemished” 
sportsmanship record, says 
Mercedes technical director 
James Allison.

Hamilton has won five of 
his six F1 world championships 
with Mercedes against fierce 
competition including former 
teammate Nico Rosberg and 
four-time world champion  
Sebastian Vettel.

Hamilton has rarely been 
accused of dangerous driving or 
acting in an unsporting fashion 
on-track, always engaging in 
hard but fair racing.

Before joining Mercedes in 
2017, Allison previously worked 

with world champions Michael 
Schumacher, Fernando Alonso, 
Kimi Raikkonen and Vettel during 
stints at Benetton, Renault, Lotus 
and Ferrari.

But the Mercedes technical 
chief said Hamilton’s integrity 
made him stand out among the 
drivers he had worked with through 
his F1 career.

“I’ve been lucky to work 
with people who have had the 
highest integrity. I do think that 
is a characteristic that marks out 
Lewis,” Allison said in a video on 
Mercedes’ YouTube channel.

“I think he’s one of the oldest 
drivers on the grid now, still drives 
like one of the youngest, but he in 
a career of multiple championships 
and countless wins, you’ll struggle 
to find a moment on the track where 
you see Lewis do something ugly.

Picture: Pirelli
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Pink Mercedes Row
Renault F1 boss Cyril Abiteboul 
says his team is still uneasy 
about Racing Point’s ‘Pink 
Mercedes’, with a formal 
challenge on its legality still not 

FORMULA 1
out of the question.

Racing Point caused a stir 
in pre-season testing when it 
revealed an RP20 design that was 
based on last year’s title-winning  
Mercedes W10. While the 
Silverstone-based outfit was 
adamant that it had done nothing 

outside of the regulations, some 
rivals were not happy about such a 
‘clone’ being allowed. There were 
also concerns raised about the ever 
closer alliances being made between 
some teams, and how that could 
hurt those outfits that wanted to  
remain independent. Speculation 

in the build-up to the season 
opening Australian Grand Prix 
suggested that Renault was 
considering lodging an official 
protest over the matter to get a 
definitive ruling on what teams 
were and were not allowed  
to copy. However, the last-minute 

cancellation of the Melbourne 
event meant things never got that 
far, so any further attempt to take 
action must now wait until the F1 
season resumes.

But despite the matter being 
put on hold for several months, 
Abiteboul has told French television 
that the matter is still a concern – as 
he likened what Racing Point had 
done to an artist copying another’s 
painting to sell it on.



teams disappearing? Yeah.
“In fact, I could see four teams 

disappearing if this isn’t handled 
the right way.

contract extension with Ferrari, 
keeping him in Maranello until the 
end of 2024, Vettel’s future at the 
team is less certain.

The contract of the four-time 
world champion will run out at the 
end of 2020. 

Vettel, who joined Ferrari in 
2015, has been in talks with the 
Scuderia over a new contract in 

Teams Future Threatened

Money Not Important

McLaren Formula 1 team CEO 
Zak Brown has cautioned 
that the sport could lose 
as many as four teams if 
the coronavirus crisis “isn’t 
handled the right way.”

With no races currently 
taking place, all teams are facing 
a financial squeeze.

They still have significant 
overheads such as salaries, while 
facing the prospect a future loss 
of income from both the F1 prize 
fund and their own sponsors.

Brown believes that the sport 
should take steps such as further 
lowering the budget cap that 
comes into force in 2021.

He also warned that if 
teams do hit trouble, there are 
no potential buyers around in a 
position to save them.

“This is potentially 
devastating to teams,” Brown 
told BBC Sport. “And if [it is 
devastating] to enough teams, 
which doesn’t have to mean more 
than two, then very threatening 
to F1 as a whole.

“Could I see - through what is 
going on right now in the world 
if we don’t tackle this situation 
head on very aggressively - two 

Ferrari Formula 1 driver 
Sebastian Vettel has revealed that 
money “is not the most important 
thing” in his discussions with 
Ferrari about a new contract.

While 2019’s breakout star 
Charles Leclerc signed a long-term 

FORMULA 1

FORMULA 1

LOSERS: McLaren Formula 1 team CEO Zak Brown has cautioned that the sport could lose as many as four teams if the coronavirus 
crisis “isn’t handled the right way.”

recent weeks. Ferrari team boss 
Mattia Binotto stated in February’s 
Barcelona pre-season test he was 
confident Ferrari and Vettel “will 
come very soon to an agreement.”

In an exclusive interview 
with Motorsport.com, Vettel 
has indicated that money won’t 
be the most important factor in  
those discussions. 

schedule making any failure to 
finish more costly.

F1 bosses announced they 
remain hopeful of staging a 15-18 
race season in 2020 despite the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, 
starting with a run of European 
races this summer.

No Room For DNF
Renault Formula 1 driver 
Esteban Ocon says there 
can be no room for race 
retirements in the 2020 
season, with the shortened 

FORMULA 1
A shortened season would 

put more pressure on teams to 
take advantage of opportunities 
to score big points, potentially 
forcing drivers to try riskier moves  
on-track.

But Renault driver Ocon 
stressed the importance of avoiding 

retiring from races when speaking 
in an interview with Sky Sports.

Asked if the condensed 
schedule would produce some 
surprises, Ocon replied: “Yeah,  
for sure.

“There’s not going to be any 
‘joker’ [results], there’s no place 
for DNFs.

“It’s going to be very important 
to finish all the races, score all 
the points available, and get it to  
the finish.”

Ferrari driver Charles Leclerc 
said last week he thought fewer 
races could help create some 
shocks as drivers would have to 
take more risks.

“Obviously having less and 
less races, people will want 
maybe to take a bit more risk,” 
Leclerc said.

“So yes, we might have some 
surprises and it might be actually 
quite exciting to watch.

“It depends what’s important to 
you, what drives you,” Vettel said. 
“And that’s fair. If money is your 
motivator then it can drive you very 
far, and make you very successful.

“There’s a lot of sportsmen, 
businessmen that thrive for 
money. I think the question really 
is whether people have a sense of 
enough. That’s not just valid for 

Formula 1.
“We are putting our life in a 

way also on the line, then you 
need to show some appreciation 
for that. Our careers also are 
shorter than some other careers. 
I think the really important thing 
is that you are happy, that’s  
the key.

“And then, given how long it 
takes to ramp up an F1 team, and 
given the economic and health 
crisis we are in right now, to think 

there would be people lined up to 
take over those teams like there 
has historically been... I don’t think 
the timing could be worse from  

that standpoint.
“So I think F1 is in a very 

fragile state at the moment.”
Picture: Pirelli
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UNHAPPY: Hyundai driver 
Thierry Neuville believes that 
the WRC’s proposed technical 
regulations for 2022 will make 
it “less interesting” and water 
down the appeal of the series.

Neuville Not Impressed
WRC
Hyundai driver Thierry Neuville 
believes that the WRC’s 
proposed technical regulations 
for 2022 will make it “less 
interesting” and water down the 
appeal of the series.

When they are presented to the 
FIA’s World Motor Sport Council 
in June this year, the proposals 
will see increasing reliance on 
off-the-shelf components and a 
reduction in available transmission, 
braking, suspension and  
aerodynamic technology.

The proposed formula, named 
Rally 1, sits at the top of a revised 
five-tier technical pyramid intended 
to increase accessibility for aspiring 
drivers and teams in national-level 
competition, while increasing 
sustainability and reducing cost in 
the WRC.

This will mean that all Rally 
1-era WRC cars will share a 
common crash structure that will 
be centrally developed by the 
FIA, and a common hybrid system 
to make inroads on the series’ 
sustainability push. There will also 
be new limits enforced across the 
car’s aerodynamic and mechanical 

Nought Out Of Ten
Ducati sporting director Paolo 
Ciabatti believes it will be 
difficult to find 10 countries 
able to host a MotoGP 
race this season due to the  

coronavirus pandemic.
The opening six rounds of the 

2020 MotoGP campaign have been 
either postponed or cancelled, with 
the originally scheduled seventh 
and eighth rounds at Mugello and 
Barcelona almost certain to be 
likewise delayed.

In an interview with Spanish 

MOTOGP

components to prevent high-
spending manufacturer teams from 
engineering an advantage over their 
competitors. The FIA presented 
Rally 1 as a way to sustain and grow 

Baumanis Gets Call Up
World Rallycross podium 
finisher Janis Baumanis 
will compete in a full 2020 
campaign with the newly-
created KYB Team JC outfit, 

alongside Swede Robin Larsson.
Having already announced 

that reigning European champion 
Larsson would race as a permanent 
individual entrant before the entry 
deadline earlier this month, the Joel 
Christoffersson-run JC Raceteknik 
squad has been able to expand into 

RALLYCROSS
a permanent two-car team thanks to 
blessing from the rest of the World 
RX grid. Baumanis and Larsson 
will drive latest-specification S1s 
built by Mattias Ekstrom’s EKS 
team, cars similar to those raced 
in World RX last year by Andreas 
Bakkerud and Liam Doran. “Being 

able to start with two drivers in 
the World Championship feels 
fantastic, this has long been a dream 
for me,” said Christoffersson. 
“Thanks to KYB we will start as 
KYB Team JC and we will continue 
our technical collaboration  
with EKS.

“This investment is a good 
opportunity for all parties that 
allows us to develop together. 
It’s thanks to the approval of all 
of the other teams in World RX 
we were allowed to enter both 
Janis as driver and the team as 
permanent entries, and we are 
grateful for that.

“I think Robin and Janis 
will be a strong duo and we 
aim to fight for a podium 
in both the Teams’ and  
Drivers’ championships.”

media, Dorna Sports CEO 
Carmelo Ezpeleta said he would 
be “delighted” if MotoGP could 
have a 10-round championship 
later in the year. However, Ducati 
boss Ciabatti says such a scenario 
is optimistic, and thinks a better 
solution would be to find five 
countries and host multiple races 

manufacturer support, stating that: 
‘A concept of scaling will allow 
for more cars to fit the regulations 
to maximise participation.’ But 
Neuville expressed his frustration 

there. “We believe that it will not 
be easy to find 10 countries where 
[MotoGP] is allowed to run under 
more or less normal conditions,” 
Ciabatti said.

“A possible solution would be 
to try and find five, for example, 
and contest two grands prix there 
in 10 days. “For example, if there 

comes a time when we can go to 
Sepang – to name a circuit – maybe 
we could stay there for 10 days and 
run two consecutive weekends.

“With the current scenario, 
it is best to analyse the situation 
from a realistic perspective to try 
to overcome this emergency. The 
better times will come.”

over the proposed ruleset, 
suggesting it undoes all of the work 
that the WRC has done to improve 
its spectacle.

Picture: @World/Red Bull 
Content Pool



PASSION: Terence Mash, who is passionate about motorsport, started his racing career in 1999 and is one of the few competitors to have competed in both the Roof 
of Africa and Toyota 1000 Desert Race on a bike and in a car. 

Marsh 100 Not Out

STAYING POWER: Terence 
Marsh, born in Benoni in 1970 
this year celebrates his 50th 
birthday and is one of a few 
Cross Country competitors 
to have competed in 100 or 
more National Cross Country 
Championship events since 
2002.

Terence Marsh, born in Benoni 
in 1970 this year celebrates 
his 50th birthday and is 
one of a few Cross Country 
competitors to have competed 
in 100 or more National Cross 
Country Championship events  
since 2002.

Terence Marsh CEO of 
Red-Lined International, a 
dominant company in the local 
and international Cross Country 
fraternity, and former professional 
cricketer is 112 not out and top of 
the score board when it comes to 
membership of the exclusive ‘100 
Club’ in the South African Cross 
Country Series (SACCS).

Terence who is passionate 
about motorsport started his racing 
career in 1999 and is one of the few 

SACCS
competitors to have competed in 
both the Roof of Africa and Toyota 
1000 Desert Race on a bike and in 
a car.  He competed in The Roof of 
Africa, regarded by many as one 
of the toughest motorsport events 
in Southern Africa, five times on 
a bike and twice in a car and the 
iconic Toyota 1000 Desert race 
twice on a bike and 16 times in  
a car.

The self-confessed ‘petrol-
head’ and 2005 Overall Special 
Vehicle Champion has also 
participated in numerous 
international Cross Country events 
with the most notable being the 
2017 Taklimakan Rally, also known 
as the oriental Dakar Rally,  a rally 
raid stretching over 13 days and 6 
500 kilometres in the Taklamakan 
Desert in north-west China and the 
2018 Abu Dhabi Desert Challenge 
run over five days in the majestic 
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Abu Dhabi desert and considered 
one of the world’s most prestigious 
international cross country raids.

Red-Lined International, a 
highly respected player in the 
international Cross Country market, 
fields no less than 31 vehicles in 
the global arena, all constructed 
at their Kyalami Business Park  
based workshop.

The team also featured two 
Nissan Navaras in the hands of 
2018 Dakar Rally Rookie of the 
Year Hennie de Klerk and Johann 
Smalberger and Dubai based 
British teammates Thomas Bell 
and Patrick McMurren in the recent 
2020 Dakar Rally finishing 34th 
and 36th respectively.

 Amidst the current phenomena 
and present-day global practice of  
cancelling or postponing events the 
dedicated and hardworking team at 
Red-Lined remain focused on the 

production of the NISMO powered 
VK56 T1 Nissan Navara’s.

 “My passion is driven by 
teamwork, the challenge of 
managing man and machine over 
arduous terrain and the adventure 
and camaraderie Cross Country 
racing offers.  In my opinion there 
is no better form of motorsport” 
Marsh said.

Pictures: Nadia Jordaan
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NO GO: Dorna CEO Carmelo Ezpeleta has warned that MotoGP competition is unlikely until a vaccine is found for the COVID-19 virus.

No Vaccine No Races

Electric Switched Off

Dorna CEO Carmelo Ezpeleta 
has warned that MotoGP 
competition is unlikely until 
a vaccine is found for the 
COVID-19 virus.

But with many scientists 
predicting that may not be possible 
until next year, Ezpeleta admits 
the 2020 world championship is 
hanging in the balance.

“I think that until we have 
vaccines to stop the spread of the 
coronavirus, it will be very difficult 
or impossible to organise grand 
prix and other major events,” he 
told Speedweek.com.

“[Without a vaccine] even if 
life should normalise a bit again, 
the travel bans will remain in place 
in all countries. 

“So it will not be possible 
for a large number of people to 
watch a football match or attend a  
MotoGP event.

“I am not very confident that 
we will be able to run the 2020  
GP season.

“Even if we continue to 
work hard on it. We consider all  
possible solutions.”

Ezpeleta insisted that if even 
a small number of events are 
possible, races will go ahead.

The introduction of electric 
cars into the World Rallycross 
Championship has been 
deferred until 2022 by the FIA 
amid the ongoing Coronavirus 
pandemic.

MOTOGP

RALLYCROSS

“In the event of force majeure, 
we can reduce the number of 
grand prix,” he said of the 13-race 

Haslam Working From Home
While the coronavirus 
pandemic has put the 
sporting world on hold, teams 
are doing what they can to 
prepare for the eventual 
resumption of the season 
which is keeping Leon Haslam 

WSBK
and Honda’s World Superbike 
efforts busy.

Following the 2020 World 
Superbike opening round at 
Phillip Island, the series has 
effectively joined the rest of sport 
in suspending its events as part of 
measures taken to stop the spread 
of the coronavirus.

Like many riders, Haslam has 

been keeping fit and training where 
possible under current health 
authority guidelines, but he is 
also working with his Honda team 
via telephone calls and emails to 
improve the new CBR1000RR-R 
Fireblade package after its race 
debut in Australia.

“The big positive is the effort 
my team, Honda and HRC are 

putting in,” Haslam said. “We 
continue to communicate and I 
know the work never stops.

“They have one goal – to win 
– so that’s not something I have to 
worry about.

“I’m still getting emails and 
calls and I know that people 
are thinking and analysing the 
information so I’m happy to be a 

part of this and looking forward 
to returning to the track.”

While teams and riders are 
unable to race or test, there is no 
ban on work back at team bases 
– subject to shutdown rules in 
each country – and staff are still 
able to work from home under  
current restrictions.

The decision was made by a 
World Motor Sport Council e-vote  
and follows FIA announcements 
that new regulations for Formula 
1 and Formula E would also be 
pushed back. Electric cars built 
using twin-motor, four-wheel 
drive kits produced by Austrian 
firm Kreisel had been due to race 

together with conventional internal 
combustion engine [ICE] Supercars 
in World RX next year.

“While the current situation 
has made it necessary to defer 
the switch to electric by one year 
to allow competitors further time 
to adapt and to invest, the FIA 
remains committed to a new 

horizon for World RX,” said FIA 
President Jean Todt. “This will 
create the most cost-effective 
environment and demonstrate the 
rapidly developing performance 
capabilities of electric road cars in 
this FIA championship.”

World RX’s electric 
introduction was originally 

planned for this year, before being 
pushed back a year to allow more 
manufacturers to sign up.

But, while Peugeot and 
Volkswagen were ready to commit 
to the switch, not enough marques 
signed up to a first concept based 
on carbon monocoque chassis cars, 
which was then dropped.

minimum stipulated in Dorna’s 
contract with the FIM. “If we have 
fewer races, I don’t worry. We can 

still choose world champions.
“Frankly, if we get the chance 

to restart the world championship, 

we will do it. It doesn’t matter how 
many races.

Picture: Red Bull Content Pool
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RACE TIME: Motorsport UK launched the Karting Esports Championship in the wake of the 
cancellation of all motorsport due to the coronavirus pandemic.

Kart Gaming On The Startline
Motorsport UK launched the 
Karting Esports Championship 
in the wake of the cancellation 
of all motorsport due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

In association with Motorsport 
Games, KartSim and Alpha Live, 
the Easter Series was run as a 
prelude to the first full season.

The series featured three 
different categories. The first was 
the Motorsport UK license holders 
aged between 8-11 and the second 
for those aged 12 and above with a 
license. The third and final section 
was open to all gamers and karters 
from around the world aged 12 
and older. Drivers could qualify on 
rFactor 2 on Steam, using the add-on  
pack KartSim.

Qualification concluded on 
April 10. The drivers with the 
fastest hotlaps around Buckmore 
Park progessed to the semi-finals 
at the virtual Welsh circuit, Glan-
y-Gors. The semi-finals took place 
across April 13-14. The fastest 
drivers from each class competed 

KARTING
in the final at PF International on 
April 16. “This was a very exciting 
project for Motorsport UK and 
the British Kart Championships,” 
said Motorsport UK kart manager  
Dan Parker.

“With the current worldwide 
situation, we got together with our 
amazing partners KartSim, Alpha 
Live and Motorsport Games to put 
together our first Esports series.

“We look forward to seeing our 
BKC regulars do battle virtually 
and encourage as many of them to 
get involved, it’s going to be a great 
deal of fun.

“We also look forward to 
welcoming many more drivers 
from around the world into the 
Motorsport UK family.

“As well as organising the 
pinnacle karting series in the UK, 
we look forward to launching 
a new dawn of racing through 
the Motorsport UK Karting  
Esports Championship.”

Picture: Heinrich Sauer/
MotorSportMedia
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VW Combustion To Live On
Being such a large automaker 

with multiple brands under its 
umbrella, the Volkswagen Group 
can afford to invest heavily in 
electrification without having 
to put the internal combustion 
engine on the backburner

Their gasoline engines are now 
more efficient than ever while 
the much-criticized diesels that 
generated billions of dollars in 
fines are now as clean as current 
technology allows it.

While some have rushed to 
announce the demise of the ICE is 
coming, the peeps from Wolfsburg 
don’t see it that way.

VW TECH
In an interview with Autocar, 

technical chief Matthias Rabe 
explained why VW argues the 
traditional engine “will have 
a longer future than some  
people predict.” While synthetic 
fuels are still far from being 
massively produced for the 
automotive industry, he believes 
it makes sense to invest in 

e-fuels since EVs still have 
limitations in terms of range 
while their batteries are still large  
and heavy. “We will come to 
e-fuels. “If you look at the aviation 
industry, e-fuels are in high 
demand because [planes] won’t go 
electric, otherwise you won’t cross 
the Atlantic. We take our CO2 
targets very seriously and want to 

be a role model on CO2, but that 
doesn’t mean we will exclude the 
combustion engine.”

Even though EVs will be the 
number one priority from now 
on, investments in combustion 
engines are still planned to 
update the vast array of gasoline 
and diesel powertrain VW sell 
across its many brands. 

those guys do things and I definitely 
feel like all of that is going to help 
me make a good step forward with 
my riding and my results. 

“It has been very positive, and 
I’ve really enjoyed working with 
and getting to know all the guys, 
obviously Jonathan included. He 
does a lot of things really well, so 
I’m sure there is plenty that I can 
learn from him.

“Obviously, we’ve got a 
delayed start now, but the testing, 
the first three months together, 
have been really, really good. 

“Even this winter, and even 
though I felt good on the bike, we 
didn’t have too good weather, so I 
didn’t get too many dry laps. So I 
feel like there is a lot more I can 
improve on with my relationship 
with the bike.

Picture: WorldSBK.com

FRESH START: Former 
British Superbike champion 

Lowes was chosen to partner 
reigning five-time WSBK 

champion Rea at Kawasaki in 
place of Honda-bound Leon 

Haslam.

Lowes Eye-Opener
Alex Lowes says his move 
to the dominant Kawasaki 
World Superbike outfit for 
the 2020 season has been an  
“eye-opener”.

Former British Superbike 
champion Lowes was chosen to 
partner reigning five-time WSBK 
champion Rea at Kawasaki in 
place of Honda-bound Leon 
Haslam, following a six-year stint 
with the Crescent squad on Suzuki 
and Yamaha machinery. 

In the opening round – so far 
the only one of the coronavirus-
affected 2020 season – at Phillip 
Island, Lowes scored a podium in 
his debut race for Kawasaki, before 
beating Rea in a thrilling second 
feature race.

The strong Australia outing 
for Lowes leaves him leading the 
championship by 12 points from 
series rookie Scott Redding on  
the Ducati.

Speaking with Monster Energy, 
Lowes said of his time with 
Kawasaki so far: “It has been an 
eye-opener for me with how well 

WSBK

Pizzuto Launches Team
Electric vehicle investor 
Gianfranco Pizzuto, an early 
backer of the turbulent 
Fisker Automotive concern, 
has announced plans to form 
a team and enter the 2022 
Formula E season.

The Italian - who describes 
himself as an “EV pioneer” - 
helped finance the Fisker Karma 
road car, one of the first plug-in 
hybrid electric vehicles.

Despite investment also coming 
from Leonardo DiCaprio, the 
company declared itself bankrupt 
in 2014 ahead of a buyout from 
Hong Kong billionaire Richard Li.

FORMULA E
Pizzuto revealed his intention 

to lodge a bid and enter FE via 
a post on LinkedIn, which was 
accompanied by mock up image 
detailing a potential livery.

He wrote “Massimiliano Zocchi 
[journalist] literally ‘provoked’ 
me the other day: ‘Why don’t you 
start a Formula E team?’, he said, 
probably knowing that I’m crazy 

enough to do it.
“I had to think about it for a 

couple of days before I’ve contacted 
another ‘crazy electric’ guy, Mark 
Lander of IMECAR Elektronik 
[battery pack developer based in 
Turkey] and told him about.

“His answer was: ‘Crazy idea 
but I like it’ and therefore we go for 
it!

“Today we are officially 
starting our Formula E project 
with the aim of participating 
to the 2021 or 2022 season, 
depending on how quick we can 
fund it.

“If you are interested in 
participating and supporting the 
project feel free to contact me!”



will be competing under the Red-
Lined International banner in the 
highly competitive SxS Class in the 
Special Vehicle category.

Kent fondly known to his family 
and friends as “Kento” is a highly 
motivated and goal orientated 
individual, and a final year scholar 
at St John’s College in Houghton.  
His peers think his favourite sports 
activity is “cool” and refer to him 
as the “works driver”.

“I certainly do have high 
aspirations and would appreciate 
nothing more than proving myself 
through the ranks and being 
selected as a driver and member of 
the highly regarded Toyota Gazoo 
Racing or Red-Lined International 
teams,” said young Rutherford.

The multi-talented young 
sportsman is not only passionate 
about motorsport, he also represents 
St John’s College as a single-digit 
handicap golfer and as a member 
of the second hockey team. Fitness 
and a well-balanced nutritional 
regime are part of his everyday life.

“One of my treasured moments 
was meeting the legendary 

Racing In His Genes
Kent Rutherford, one of 
the youngest competitors 
to compete in the SA Cross 
Country Championship (SACCS) 
has motorsport and Cross 
Country racing in his genes.

Kent, first-born of Archie and 
Kathryn Rutherford, was born on 
the East Rand on the weekend of 
the 2002 Toyota 1000 Desert Race 
which started and finished from 
the Gaborone Dam, recalls father 
Archie who missed the event due 
to this momentous  occasion.

Kent made his debut as a 
navigator at the tender age of 14 
at the 2017 Lichtenburg 400 when 
he took over the navigators’ seat 
alongside his father Archie in a 
Toyota Hilux in Class S.  To date 
the youngster has competed in 12 
SACCS Cross Country events and 
this year made his debut as a driver.  
The father and son combination 

SACCS SXS 
CLASS
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RACE READY: Kent Rutherford, one of the youngest competitors to compete in the SA Cross 
Country Championship (SACCS) has motorsport and Cross Country racing in his genes.

TALENT: The multi-talented young Kent Rutherford (left) 
sportsman is not only passionate about motorsport, he also 
represents St John’s College as a single-digit handicap golfer and 
as a member of the second hockey team.
Fernando Alonso when he was 
testing in South Africa for Toyota 
Gazoo Racing last year.  Alonso 
was one of my heroes and role 
models long before I met him.  
His determination and desire 
to constantly push his personal 
boundaries is what inspires me,” 
said Kent.

Kent’s dad Archie, a civil 
engineer and accomplished 
businessman, started his racing 
career in 2001 at the inaugural 
Carnival City in a Raceco and has 
competed in 83 SACCS Cross 
Country events since 2002.  48 in 
the Special Vehicle category, 34 in 
the Production Vehicle category 
and one in the SxS category which 
now forms part of the SACCS 
National Championship.  

Archie also boasts a proud 
sporting record which includes 
summitting Mount Kilimanjaro, 
completing  the Midmar Mile, the 
Hansa Powerade Fish River Canoe 
Marathon, the Comrades Marathon 

and the BBET Club Challenge 
which composed a 150 kilometre 
run over three days, swimming the 
English Channel in a five-man relay 
team and cycling 360 kilometres 
from Calais to Paris.

“My parents have been my 
greatest motivators in all my 
achievements, with my dad driving 
the motorsport passion.  I have been 
very privileged to attend numerous 
motorsport events including the 
scrutineering day of the 2008 
Dakar Rally in Portugal prior to 
its cancellation due to security 
reasons,” said Kent.

“My motorsport ambitions 
include being rewarded with 
national titles, participating in 
international Cross Country 
Rally Raids and Baja’s and yes, 
ultimately the Dakar Rally,” the 
young Rutherford concluded.

Pictures: Nadia Jodaan and 
Rutherford Family



EARN A RIDE: Alex Marquez 
says he isn’t keen on the idea 

of being handed a contract 
renewal with the Repsol 

Honda MotoGP squad without 
even having contested a single 

race for the team.

No Race No Contract
Alex Marquez says he isn’t keen 
on the idea of being handed 
a contract renewal with the 
Repsol Honda MotoGP squad 
without even having contested 
a single race for the team.

Moto2 champion Marquez was 
selected to join his elder brother 
Marc in Honda’s flagship team 
for 2020 following the retirement 
of Jorge Lorenzo, signing a  
one-year deal.

But the coronavirus pandemic-
induced delay to the season means 
the 24-year-old finds himself 
unable to prove himself worthy of 
an extension to that deal.

“I’m just looking forward 
to starting the races and getting 
good results, it’s the only 
chance to renew with Honda,” 
Marquez told Spanish publication  
Mundo Deportivo.

“A renewal without earning it 
on the track is not for me, as a rider 
I wouldn’t like it. I hope it doesn’t 
happen and we have many races 
this year.

MOTOGP
“No one wants to go back to 

racing as much as me. I’m looking 
forward to continue adapting, 
getting to know the project 
and getting involved as much  
as possible.

“To be placed on hold, and more 
so for a rookie, is a big handicap 
for when we start again, but there 
is nothing else we can do besides 
be patient; now the priority is that 
everything is solved.”

Picture: Red Bull Content Pool
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Stefano Domenicali has said 
that it would be “criminal” for 
motorsport not to seize the 
opportunity presented by 
the current pandemic crisis to 
reset the sport for the future.

Speaking exclusively 
to Motorsport.com for the 
#thinkingforward series, the 
former Ferrari F1 team principal, 
now CEO of Lamborghini and 
president of the FIA single seater 
commission, said that the sport 
has dragged its heels too long 
on effective cost control and 
other measures to ensure long  

FORMULA 1
term health.

But with the economic collapse 
triggered by the pandemic putting 
the investment of manufacturers, 
sponsors and teams in question 
from F1 downwards, there is a 
huge effort going on behind the 
scenes to reset the sport.

“The FIA and Liberty together 
with the teams, I feel that what 

they are really thinking about for 
the future, they are heading in the 
right direction,” he said. “This is a 
take it or leave it opportunity and 
you cannot leave it, you need to 
take it. Otherwise the risk will be 
very high of it not returning to be 
the platform it was.

“We mustn’t forget that if I 
look at the number of tickets that 

were sold for the Grands Prix 
that were due to take place up to 
now, they were incredibly high. 
This was the situation before the 
crisis and it’s the duty of all the 
stakeholders to ensure that this 
kind of attention will be there 
after the crisis.”

Honda Not There Yet
Honda’s World Superbike 
project with its new-
for-2020 Fireblade is still 
only at “30 percent”, believes  
Alvaro Bautista.

Ducati convert Bautista made 

his first appearance for Honda 
in the season-opening Phillip 
Island round, before the campaign 
was placed on hold amid the 
coronavirus pandemic.

The 2019 series runner-up 
scored two sixth-place finishes 
in the two feature-length races in 
Australia, leaving himself in the 

WSBK
same position overall and three 
places ahead of teammate Leon 
Haslam, who took a best result  
of fifth.

“The project is new, in Australia 
I said that we were 30 percent and 
we had to work a lot,” Bautista 
recently told DAZN. “The goal is 
to have a greater feeling. 

“But it’s all new and you need 
more time, which we don’t have 
now. At the same time, however, I 
am very confident.”

After making his WSBK debut 
last year on a Ducati Panigale V4 
R, which shared DNA with the 
Italian brand’s MotoGP machinery, 
Bautista has made the switch 

over to an inline-four bike for 
2020 in the shape of Honda’s 
CBR1000RR-R.

While unsure if the inline-four 
layout is an improvement on the 
V4, he underlined the potential 
that the Honda engine has and 
the need to fully unlock it to  
become competitive.

Call For Major Change



OVER TIME: One of South Africa’s Cross Country stalwarts, businessman and farmer Chris Visser, has over the past 18 years clocked 
up in excess of 60 000 kilometres in the SA Cross Country Series (SACCS).

GREAT SEASON: Chris, a 
member of the Total Excellium 

Team has competed in 109 
SACCS championships since 

2002 and ended the 2019 
season in third spot overall 

in the Production Vehicle 
Championship and the 

highest placed privateer.

Visser A Racing Stalwart
SACCS 
PROFILE
One of South Africa’s Cross 
Country stalwarts, businessman 
and farmer Chris Visser, has over 
the past 18 years clocked up 
in excess of 60 000 kilometres 
in the SA Cross Country  
Series (SACCS).

 The affable 51 year old Visser 
was born in the North West town 
of Delareyville and competed in his 
first national Cross Country event, 
the 2002 Toyota 1000 Desert Race, 
with older brother Jannie in the 
driving seat.

 From 2003 to 2015 Visser and 
long standing friend and navigator 
Japie Badenhorst contested the 
SACCS championship in Classes 
E, D, SP, T and FIA,  with the 
pair winning the 2005 Class E 
championship and the 2006 Class 
D championship, however, the 
highlight of their racing career was 
being crowned the 2010 Overall 
Production Vehicle and SP Class 
champions in their Toyota Hilux.

 Between 2011 and 2016 Visser 
raced a Ford Ranger under the Neil 
Woolridge Motorsport (NWM) 
banner which also included the 
illustrious 2014 Dakar Rally in 
South America. Unfortunately 
for Visser/Badenhorst their race 
was short lived when they hit a 
treacherous dune and rolled their 
SA built Ford Ranger on stage two 
of the event.  Visser sustained a 
neck injury which put him out of 
action for the first five events of 
the 2014 SACCS championship 
but made his comeback with 
a vengeance when he won the 
Vryburg 400 by 21 seconds from 
second placed Anthony Taylor in a 
Toyota Hilux. 

In 2016 Visser shared the 
cockpit of the NWM Ford Ranger 
with Ward Huxtable to finish second 
in the Class T championship.  This 
after an intense season-long battle 
with the 4x4 Mega World Toyota 
Hilux team of Jason Venter and 
Vince van Alleman, with both 
teams’ level pegging on 146 points 
going into the final round of the 
championship, the Atlas Copco 400 
in Westonaria.  A superb victory by 
Venter/van Alleman, their fourth 
in the season,  placed them 12 
points clear of Visser/Huxtable 
to be crowned the 2016 Class  
T champions.

Chris, a member of the Total 
Excellium Team has competed in 

109 SACCS championships since 
2002 and ended the 2019 season in 
third spot overall in the Production 
Vehicle Championship and the 
highest placed privateer.

With his roots still firmly 
entrenched in the North West 
Province, Chris and his wife 
Mareta and daughter Charlize 
enjoy the agricultural surrounds of 
the Vryburg area where the couple 
farm with crops, a Bonsmara cattle 
stud and a Friesian horse stud. 

Chris is also the CEO and 
driving force behind the Benoni 
based Chris Visser Transport, 
an owner operated company 
established by him 29 years 
ago specialising in road freight, 
transportation of general goods and 
more recently hazardous chemicals 
throughout Southern Africa.

“I have always been an 
extremely determined and active 
person and enjoy the numerous 
challenges my diversified business 
interests present.  The company 
is recognised as a leader in the 
transport industry and we pride 
ourselves on a track record of safe 
and timeous delivery at competitive 
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prices and a healthy relationship 
with our client base,” Visser said.

“I am privileged to be 
surrounded by a dedicated team 
of self-motivated individuals 
who share my appetite for hard 
work, equality, honesty and good 
interpersonal relationships,”  
Visser added. 

“Cross Country Racing is 
ingrained in our family and the 
highly competitive nature of the 
sport is an antidote to my spirited 
nature and also provides the 
opportunity to spend quality time 
with friends and family in the 
great South African outdoors,”  
said Visser.

Pictures: Nadia Jordaan



Closed Doors Ruled Out
ITR chairman Gerhard Berger 
has ruled out DTM hosting 
races without spectators, 
even as the coronavirus 
crisis is expected to prevent 
mass gatherings of any kind 

for several months.
With the COVID-19 situation 

deteriorating in recent months, 
countries around the world have 
locked down their citizens in their 
houses, and the general plan is to 
ease restrictions in a systematic 
manner once the worst of the crisis 
is behind.

This would mean that even 

DTM
when the lockdown ends, people 
may not necessarily be able to 
attend major sporting or cultural 
events, prompting several 
championships to discuss the 
possibility of running ghost events 
for TV-only audiences.

However, Berger is against the 
idea of running DTM races in the 
absence of trackside spectators, 

telling Red Bull-owned ServusTV: 
“Our customers are called fans. 
And if the fans aren’t there, there 
won’t be any races.”

Berger added that he is keen 
for racing to resume as soon as 
the coronavirus subsides, as he 
believes a swift return to normality 
will help soften the economic blow 
from the pandemic.

“At the moment, I think 
everyone understands that you 
can’t gather 50,000 or 100,000 
people in one place,” said  Berger.

“We simply have to make 
sure that we do not slide into the 
next crisis at the end of the day 
after this corona crisis.”
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help the manufacturers in this 
tough situation but also the teams 
because the lease fee, which is the 
main technical cost for the teams, 
will need to be reduced because the 
2021 bike will be the same.”

Although full details are yet 
to be published, it seems the 2020 
and 2021 seasons will be ‘merged’ 
from an engine and aero point  
of view.

Picture: Red Bull Content Pool

SLIP STREAM: MotoGP’s 
opening cost-cutting measure 
in response to the coronavirus 
will be a freeze on engine and 

aerodynamic development 
until the 2022 season.

Engine Development Frozen
MotoGP’s opening cost-
cutting measure in response 
to the coronavirus will be 
a freeze on engine and 
aerodynamic development 
until the 2022 season.

The move - unanimously agreed 
by Dorna, MSMA (manufacturers), 
IRTA (teams) and FIM - means the 
main aspects of bike spec at the 
start of this season will remain 
unchanged until the end of the 
2021 campaign.

That will not only slash 
development costs for the six 
manufacturers, which won’t need 
to build a ‘new’ bike for next year, 
but also result in lower leasing 
costs for the Independent teams.

“We all decided unanimously to 
keep the 2020 spec, which basically 
means the bikes we shipped to 
Doha to start the championship. 
The engine spec, as well as aero 
spec, will be frozen until the end of 
2021,” IRTA president and Tech3 
team owner Herve Poncharal told 
Crash.net.

“It was a very good decision. 
It will reduce the investment 
for the manufacturers because it 
means most of the R&D for next 
year is already done. That will 

MOTOGP

Bayliss A Champion Dad
Troy Bayliss may have 
retired but it hasn’t kept 
him out of the paddock 
as he supports his son Oli 
climbing the racing ladder 
to emulate him.

The three-time World 
Superbike champion is a regular 
face in the paddock particularly at 
his home rounds at Phillip Island, 
plus the Australian MotoGP which 
is hosted at the same track, but 
after celebrating his 50th birthday 
last year he is enjoying retirement 
and his new life out of the saddle.

WSBK
But it hasn’t stopped him from 

being heavily involved in racing, as 
he helps run the DesmoSport Ducati 
team in the Australian Superbike 
championship and supports his son 
Oli in the Australian Supersport 
championship.

Starting just his second season 
in the 600cc class. 16-year-old 

Oli Bayliss stunned to take pole 
position, two wins and a second 
place behind defending champion 
Tom Toparis, to see Bayliss lead 
the early standings by six points.

Naturally a proud but nervous 
father, Troy is delighted to see his 
son rising up the ranks, having also 
seen Oli make his World Supersport 

debut at Phillip Island through a 
wildcard entry.

“I’m really happy just to have 
a ride every now and then with 
Oli! Oli’s on his way up and I can 
see him being pretty good, but I 
do have a pretty good record…” 
Bayliss said.



NO LONGER: Following a digital meeting with all the Toyota 1000 kilometre Desert Race (TDR 1000) stakeholders on Thursday, 19 
March the difficult decision to cancel the 2020 event in Botswana was made.

NO RACING: The COVID-19 coronavirus, has caused major disruption to societies with numerous events being cancelled or postponed worldwide

Desert Bites The Dust
Following a digital meeting with 
all the Toyota 1000 kilometre 
Desert Race (TDR 1000) 
stakeholders on Thursday, 19 
March the difficult decision 
to cancel the 2020 event in 
Botswana was made.

The outbreak and spread of the 
COVID-19 coronavirus, has caused 
major disruption to societies with 
numerous events being cancelled 
or postponed worldwide.

“First and foremost, our priority 
is the health and safety of fans, 
teams, and organisations, as well 
as the wider society” said South 
African Cross Country Series 
(SACCS) CEO Archie Rutherford.

“We apologise to those fans 
affected by the cancellation of 
the TDR 1000 as well as the 
postponement of the other races  
to date.

“This decision has been taken 
in rapidly changing and evolving 
circumstances, but we believe it 
is the right and necessary one.” 
Rutherford concluded.

“Due to the ongoing and 
fluid nature of the COVID-19 
situation globally, the avenue 
of postponement for this iconic 
event to take place in Botswana 
later in the year is not possible 
in view of other planned events 
and the seasonal conditions” said 
Botswana Tourism Organisation 

SACCS
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(BTO) CEO Myra Sekgororoane.
“In these cautionary times we 

cannot distance ourselves from 
global developments and decisive 
action was needed to protect the 
wellbeing of people and economies.

The decisions to cancel the 
2020 TDR 1000 in Botswana was 

not taken lightly, but with guidance 
from our stakeholders SPEDU, 
Selebi Phikwe Town Council, the 
Central District Council Secretary, 
Deputy District Commissioner 
Selebi Phikwe, Botswana National 
Sports Council (BNSC), Botswana 
Motorsport (BMS) and SACCS it is 

a positive step under the prevailing 
conditions” Sekgororoane said.

“The timeous cancelation of 
the event also provides hotels and 
service providers in the area an 
opportunity to engage with other 
activities to attract local travel 
to this beautiful destination.” 

concluded Sekgororoane.

The date for the 2021 TDR 
will be announced in due course.

Pictures: Nadia Jordaan



Clamp Down On Teams
MotoGP has outlined the 
maximum number of team 
personnel allowed in the 
paddock when racing 
resumes, while confirming 
it is looking to purchase 

10,000 coronavirus test kits.
The outbreak of COVID-19 

has forced the opening 11 rounds 
of the season to be either cancelled 
or postponed, with the campaign 
now set to start at the end of July at  
the earliest.

MotoGP governing body FIM 
confirmed that a revised calendar 

MOTOGP
won’t feature the Finnish, German 
and – for the first time in history 
– Dutch GPs, while essential track 
works in Qatar have ruled it out of 
a slot in 2020.

Dorna Sports CEO Carmelo 
Ezpeleta said he was “optimistic” 
of an end-of-July or August start, 
with hopes of a 10-12-round 

season centred in Europe.
It is thought most, if not all, 

of these races will be held behind 
closed doors, with a reduction to a 
skeleton crew of teams personnel 
previously discussed.

In an update Ezpeleta says a 
consensus on numbers for each 
factory and satellite MotoGP team, 
as well as for the Moto2 and Moto3 
squads has been taken.

“We talked to the teams 
and arrived at a consensus that 

maximum number for a MotoGP 
manufacturer team will be 40 
[personnel], for satellite or 
independent teams will be 25, 
20 for Moto2 and 15 for Moto3,” 
Ezpeleta said.

“Then there will be, of course, 
all the people who produce the 
television signal; all this crew, 
then the minimum number of 
people from Dorna who are in 
charge of race organisation.

Redding Provides Fresh Air
Ducati sporting director 
Paolo Ciabatti says that 
World Superbike could 
benefit from having 
more top riders like Scott 
Redding, likening him 
to the Italian marque’s 

past stars Carl Fogarty and  
Troy Bayliss.

Ex-Aprilia MotoGP rider 
Redding made his WSBK debut 
for Ducati in February at the Phillip 
Island season-opener, which took 
place before the season was placed 
on hold owing to the worsening 
global coronavirus pandemic.

He replaced Honda-bound 

WSBK
Alvaro Bautista in the factory 
team’s line-up, coming off the back 
of a title-winning British Superbike 
campaign riding a Ducati Panigale 
V4 R.

Speaking to Motorsport.
com, Ciabatti praised Redding 
for the breath of fresh air the 
Briton’s outspoken and easy-going 
personality brings to WSBK, 

comparing him to some of the 
championship’s past heroes and 
contrasting him with the recent 
crop of top riders.

“It is clear that he is a rider who 
is outside of the norm,” Ciabatti 
said of Redding, who also rode for 
the Pramac Ducati team for two 
years during a five-year stint in 
MotoGP.

“But I also think that if a 
person in his private life loves 
to joke, has a strange hair 
colour, trains by boxing, but 
he is a serious professional and 
he arrives at the races perfectly 
prepared, maybe even bringing a 
little fun to our world, it’s what 
we need.

Season Delayed Further
The MotoGP season has been 
delayed until mid-June at 
the earliest, after the Italian 
and Catalan Grands Prix were 
officially postponed. 

The coronavirus pandemic, 
which has infected well over a 
million people worldwide as more 
countries begin to hit the peak of 
the outbreak, has played havoc 
with the MotoGP calendar. 

After the opening round of the 
season in Qatar was cancelled due 

MOTOGP
to the increased travel restrictions 
in the country, the subsequent 
rounds in Thailand, America, 
Argentina, Spain (Jerez) and France  
were postponed.

With Italy one of the hardest hit 
countries in the world, the May 31 
Mugello race was not expected to 

go ahead, while the postponement 
of Spain’s Formula 1 round in 
Barcelona made MotoGP’s Catalan 
GP also look unfeasible.

In a statement released by 
MotoGP’s governing body the 
FIM, it confirmed Mugello 
and Catalunya have been  

officially postponed. 
As has been the case since 

Jerez’s postponement, a new 
calendar has not been issued as 
both the FIM and Dorna Sports 
wait to see how the current virus 
situation plays out.

The loss of the Catalan GP 
is significant in that retired 
three-time MotoGP champion 
Jorge Lorenzo was due to make 
a wildcard appearance with 
Yamaha. 

Advertising Tel: 082 570 2995 20 • 8 May 2020 • Motorsport World

have to choose from its current 
stable of works-contracted riders 
for next season.

But, speaking to Spanish 
outlet AS, Battistella claimed that 
Dovizioso is “open to everything” 
and is not “in a hurry” to land a 
2021 deal.

“Ducati needs Dovizioso more 
than Dovizioso needs Ducati,” 
Battistella said. “And it’s not just 
the need for a rider, it’s the need for 
a technical project.

“No negotiations will begin 
until mid-May or the end of  
the month.”

Dovizioso, 34 is the third-
oldest rider on the MotoGP 
grid after Valentino Rossi and 
Cal Crutchlow, but Battistella 
insists retirement is not on his  
client’s mind.

Picture: Red Bull Content Pool STAYING?: Ducati needs Andrea Dovizioso more than the veteran MotoGP rider needs the Italian 
manufacturer, claims Dovizioso’s manager Simone Battistella.

Ducati Need Dovizioso
Ducati needs Andrea 
Dovizioso more than the 
veteran MotoGP rider needs 
the Italian manufacturer, 
claims Dovizioso’s manager 
Simone Battistella.

Dovizioso’s bargaining 
position for a fresh deal with 
Ducati for 2021 and beyond was 
strengthened considerably when 
the Borgo Panigale marque’s top 
two targets, Maverick Vinales and 
Fabio Quartararo both re-signed 
with Yamaha.

Ducati was also believed to 
be interested in Joan Mir, but the 
2019 debutant is all-but-certain to 
remain at Suzuki alongside Alex 
Rins in 2021.

Sporting director Paolo Ciabatti 
recently admitted that those 
developments meant Ducati would 

MOTOGP
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GOODBYE: Audi has 
announced that it will pull the 
plug on its decades-long DTM 
programme at the end of 2020 
season

Audi Shock Withdrawal
DTM
Rene Rast has described Audi’s 
exit from the DTM as the “worst 
case scenario” and reminiscent 
of the German manufacturer’s 
withdrawal from the FIA World 
Endurance Championship.

Audi has announced that it will 
pull the plug on its decades-long 
DTM programme at the end of 
2020 season to focus on Formula 
E and customer racing, with the 
coronavirus pandemic also cited 
as one of the key reasons for  
its withdrawal.

This is the second time the 
Ingolstadt-based brand has pulled 
out of a major championship in 
recent years, following its departure 
from WEC’s LMP1 category  
after 2016.

Audi’s move has left its six 
factory DTM drivers, and likely 
three WRT privateers, without 
a seat, although they could be 
accommodated elsewhere in Audi’s 
motorsport portfolio.

Moreover, the decision could 
threaten the very existence of the 
DTM, as the series cannot survive 
with just a single manufacturer  
in BMW.

Rast, who has won two of the 
last three DTM titles with Audi, was 

Roberts The Right Man
American Moto2 rider Joe 
Roberts has the talent and 
riding style to go to MotoGP and 
“fare quite well” in the premier 
class, says John Hopkins.

Roberts started his third full 
season in the Moto2 class in Qatar 
by claiming the first grand prix 
pole position for an American 
rider in 10 years, before narrowly 
missing out on a debut podium in a 
career-best fourth in the race.

A change in chassis from 
KTM to Kalex at the American 

MOTO2

informed about the manufacturer’s 
decision before the official 
announcement, but admitted that 
the news was still hard to digest.

Ogier Surprised Lappi
M-Sport World Rally 
Championship driver 
Esapekka Lappi was 
“surprised” that six-time 
champion Sebastien Ogier 

elected to continue after losing 
the 2019 title to Ott Tanak.

Ogier had rejoined the Citroen 
team last season after two years 
driving M-Sport’s Ford Fiesta 
WRC car, but Tanak’s title victory 
ended Ogier’s streak of six titles in 
a row.

WRC
Amid rumours that Ogier 

would consider retirement from the 
championship, he instead upped 
sticks to join Toyota, prompting 
Citroen’s withdrawal from the 
WRC after 21 years in the category.

Although Ogier announced that 
he would retire at the end of 2020, 

Lappi expressed his surprise that 
his former teammate had decided 
to continue for one more year.

“I was surprised that Seb 
continued this season; I was kind 
of thinking he might stop,” Lappi 
told the WRC.

“It seems that [losing the title 

to Tanak last season] was a 
boost for him. I don’t know 
what he wants to do after the 
rallying apart from Extreme E. 
For sure, he will keep driving 
something.”

Lappi also explained that 
he had learned a lot from Ogier 
during their time together 
at Citroen last year, having 
observed his working methods 
close-up.

Racing Team has allowed Roberts 
to exploit the front-end of the bike 
more, while changes in his crew – 
with Lucio Nicastro coming in as 
crew chief and four-time MotoGP 
podium finisher Hopkins as rider 
coach – have also created a more 
relaxed environment.

With numerous places on the 

MotoGP grid up potentially for 
grabs in 2021, a strong showing 
in the early Moto2 race when the 
season does get underway could 
offer Roberts a chance to step up to 
the premier class. 

In an exclusive interview  
Hopkins said he believes Roberts 
could “successfully” make such  

a transition.
“I believe Joe’s riding style and 

his ability – and it’s up to him, it’s 
what he feels is the best move – but 
I feel that his riding style and the 
way that he is, his riding style and 
talent, I think he could successfully 
go to a MotoGP machine and fare 
out quite well,” said Hopkins. 

“A day like today is the worst 
case scenario for an active racing 
driver,” Rast said on his Twitch 
stream after the announcement. 

“But I will continue to do 
motorsport. I firmly believe in that. 
In what form, we’ll see.

Picture: DTM.com



Those Were The Days My Friend …
Those were the days my friend, 
we thought they’d never end…

Compulsory lockdown has 
been the source of huge frustration 
for most but some people have used 

NOSTALGIA
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their downtime very wisely indeed. 
Passionate local photographer 

TONY ALVES, who has been 
shooting local motorsport since the 
late 1980’s, took the opportunity to 
sort through his treasure trove of 
images. Let’s take a nostalgic trip 
down Memory Lane.

WesBank Mods - Midvaal 1990 - 1991

Alan Eve - VSP - June 2005 

Lance Isaacs leads the SA Supersport field in 2008

Denzil Kent and Warren Meier - Corobrik 1989-1990Sasol Formula Ford - Killarney 2000

Reghard Roets - Polo Cup 1997
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PHOTOS: Courtesy of 
TONY ALVES MEDIA. 

Call 082 880 5238; email 
tonyalves@mweb.co.za or 

find him on 
Facebook and Linkedin.

Can you name the driver in this photo shot by 
Tony Alves at Kyalami in 1998

Steve Wyndham - Fleetcare SATC 1994

The late Brett McLeod - East London 1998

Opel Toyota Nissan and Honda! 1998 

WesBank Mods - Zwartkops 1994 

GUESS WHO?



McLaren Indy Dream Team
Zak Brown, CEO of McLaren, 
has admitted that Jimmie 
Johnson and Jenson Button 
are interested in racing a third 
Arrow McLaren SP-Chevrolet, 
while Fernando Alonso could 
also compete in rounds other 
than the Indy 500. 

So far the only one of this trio 
with a confirmed entry is two-time 
Formula 1 World Champion Alonso. 
The 38-year-old Spaniard is aiming 
to make his second Indianapolis 
500 start this year, after following 
up his highly impressive 2017 Indy 
500 debut in an Andretti Autosport 
entry with last year’s painful DNQ 
following multiple troubles for his  
McLaren team.

INDY 500
However, before the 

coronavirus pandemic brought 
U.S. racing to a halt, Motorsport.
com had learned that Alonso was 
also due to run a third McLaren 
SP – alongside rising stars Patricio 
O’Ward and Oliver Askew – in the 
GMR Grand Prix of Indianapolis 
on the IMS road course.

Seven-time NASCAR Cup 
champion Jimmie Johnson, who is 

intending 2020 to be his final year 
as a full-time NASCAR driver, was 
due to test a McLaren SP machine 
at Barber Motorsports Park in 
April, and remains interested 
in competing on an IndyCar  
road course

However, even before the 
Covid-19 pandemic compressed 
all racing series schedules, that was 
more likely to lead to a race debut 

in 2021.
In early March, Motorsport.

com was also told off the record 
that Arrow McLaren SP staff were 
preparing for its third entry to be 
piloted by 2009 World Champion 
Jenson Button, possibly as soon 
as the Road America round, 
slated for June 21.
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continue because now I have more 
time to learn and more time to 
show my potential. 

“Two years can go by quickly, 
but I am ready to arrive at a higher 
level, and we are working every 
day to make that happen.

“I am also so pleased on a 
personal level because I have a 
really good team and crew around 
me. I really want to thank everyone 
at Suzuki for their confidence in 
me, and let’s see if I can get the 
results that we’re capable of.”

Suzuki is the second 
manufacturer to firm up its 2021 
line-up, after Yamaha confirmed 
Maverick Vinales and 2019’s top 
rookie Fabio Quartararo on two-
year deals.

Marc Marquez (Honda) and 
Tito Rabat (Avintia Ducati) are 
the only other riders with 2021  
deals confirmed.

Picture: Red Bull Content Pool

KEEP RIDING: Suzuki has 
announced that Joan Mir’s 
MotoGP contract has been 

extended through to the end 
of the 2022 season.

More Miles For Mir
Suzuki has announced that 
Joan Mir’s MotoGP contract has 
been extended through to the 
end of the 2022 season.

The news, confirmed 
during an Instagram broadcast 
the announcement that Alex 
Rins will also stay on for a 
further two seasons with the  
Hamamatsu marque.

Moto2 graduate Mir ended last 
year 12th in the standings with 
a best finish of fifth place at the 
Australian Grand Prix – though he 
battled the after-effects of a violent 
crash during the post-race Brno 
test, which forced him out of the 
Austrian and British GPs.

The Spaniard had been targeted 
by Ducati for its 2021 line-up, but 
Suzuki team boss Davide Brivio 
told Motorsport.com last month 
that everything had been agreed to 
retain Mir.

“I’m extremely happy to sign 
with Suzuki for another two years 
- renewing is the best thing that 
could happen and it’s a dream 
come true again,” Mir said.

“It’s really important for me to 

MOTOGP

UK Virus Shock Report
Motorsport in the United 

Kingdom could take two to 
three years to fully recover from 
the impact of the coronavirus 
pandemic, according to circuit 

operating magnate and ex-F1 
driver Jonathan Palmer.

Motorsport UK – the governing 
body for the sport in the UK 
– announced in March that no 
sanctioned events would take place 
until May, before then extending 
that to the end of June due to 
the UK’s lockdown following 
the spread of COVID-19. 

UK 
MOTORSPORT

Palmer, who is chief executive of 
MotorSport Vision which operates 
five circuits in the UK – Brands 
Hatch, Donington Park, Snetterton, 
Cadwell Park and Oulton Park – 
believes the fallout could last for 
a number of years and that it’s 
imperative to keep costs down 
once track action resumes. “I think 
there’s going to be an onus on all 

of us involved in UK motorsport 
to do the most we can to retain the 
customers we’ve got,” he said. “I 
don’t see much prospect of growing 
the sport for the next two or three 
years, I think it’s going to be very 
difficult. “I think largely we’ve got 
to be focusing on retaining what we 
have, getting people coming back 
and particularly driving costs out of 

it again. I think never will costs 
be more important than for the 
next two or three years

My hunch is I think it will take 
probably three years before most 
people get back to 2019 levels  
of affluence.”


