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South Africa Is Under Consideration
Round about this time every 
year it is announced that 
someone or some structure is 
involved in discussions to bring 
Formula 1 back to South Africa.

In past years such 
announcements have been lacking 
in creditability and feasibility.

However this year the story 
has more creditability because irt 
has been announced that Formula 
1 has prioritised the addition of a 
race in Africa to its future schedule, 
according to the executive charged 
with putting the calendar together.

F1 global director of race 
promotion Chloe Targett-Adams, 
who deals with event organisers, 
said that Africa is top of the current 
wish list for new events.

Reigning world champion 

FORMULA 1
Lewis Hamilton has stressed that 
Africa is where he would like the 
sport to go next.

Former F1 boss Bernie 
Ecclestone tried for many years 
to find a way to return to South 
Africa, which last hosted a round of 
the World Championship in 1993, 
and that desire has continued under 
Liberty Media’s management.

While South Africa remains the 
most likely venue there has also 
been interest from other countries, 
notably Morocco, which hosted a 
race in 1958.

“I completely agree with Lewis, 
Africa is a continent that we don’t 
race in, and that is just wrong,” 
Targett-Adams told a Blackbook 
online seminar. “It’s somewhere 
that we very much want, it’s the 
priority. We’ve been in talks with 
possible options for a few years.

“And we’re hoping that 

YES OR NO?: Round about this time every year it is announced that someone or some structure is involved in discussions to bring Formula 1 back to South Africa.

ultimately, we will be able to 
achieve a race there in the kind of 
near to mid-term.

Alongside Africa the U.S. 
remains a clear strategic priority. 
We’ve got a great race in Austin 
now, where we looking forward 
to working with our promoter 
hopefully for some more years  
to come.

“But we’re looking at a second 
race opportunity, a destination 
location, and looking to build up 
that U.S. race proposition. Equally 
Asia, we’ve made no secret of the 
fact that that also is a key priority.”

Targett-Adams insisted that F1 
has not given up on the Vietnam 
GP. The inaugural Hanoi race 
was postponed last year after the 
pandemic hit, and it was left off 
the 2021 schedule after a local  
political scandal.

“Vietnam is an incredibly 

exciting race location for F1,” she 
said. “Hugely young demographic 
in the country, vibrant business 
sector, somewhere we’re very, very 
excited to race.

“And 2020 was to be the first 
race, with an amazing circuit built 
in the outskirts of Hanoi. And then, 
totally understandably, no one 
wants to launch a first race in the 
middle of a pandemic. 

We’re working through some 
localised issues with some change 
in government going on as well, 
so we just decided and agreed with 
our promoter, Vingroup, that 2021 
just wasn’t the right timing for that.

“So we continue to work 
through with them, and longer 
term, we’d obviously still relish 
the opportunity to have a race in in 
Vietnam. So we’re hoping we’ll get 
there eventually.”

Targett-Adams conceded that 

the main problem was finding 
room on the calendar for new and 
established events.

“We’re a global series, we’re 
fortunate that there’s a lot of 
interest,” she added. “Equally, there 
are limited spaces on the calendar.

So that’s when we look at, 
without wanting to leave any of the 
cornerstones of the calendar behind 
or longer-term relationships, how 
do we manage that opportunity of 
bringing on these new locations 
and being able to reach fans in 
those areas?

“Which is where the kind of 
alternation of existing circuits 
becomes quite an interesting 
concept. And working through 
that Africa, U.S. and Asia is where 
we’re wanting to target in terms of 
new races, at this moment in time.”

Picture: Pirelli



Advertising Tel: 082 570 2995 4 • March 2021 • Motorsport World

Petrucci Believed In KTM
New Tech 3 KTM MotoGP rider 
Danilo Petrucci says he was 
the first to “believe in” the 
Austrian manufacturer and 
the progress it had made after 

the 2019 season.
Factory Ducati outcast Petrucci 

has joined Tech 3 for 2021 after 
signing directly with KTM, and 
will ride as a factory-supported 
rider at Herve Poncharal’s squad.

The double MotoGP race 
winner signed with KTM before 

MOTOGP
it demonstrated its race-winning 
form during the coronavirus-
truncated 2020 season, but says he 
knew KTM’s potential following 
the step forward it had made with 
its RC16 in 2019. 

When asked if he could expect 
more from his debut Tech 3 season 

than he could during his factory 
Ducati tenure, he replied: “For sure, 
in the last two years I was able to 
win a race per year. 

“But I think I was the first one 
to see and believe in KTM and the 
upgrade they got already at the end 
of 2019.

“So, it’s a big change because 
after six years [with Ducati] it 
was time to join another factory 
like KTM. Especially because 
I saw in the last part of 2019 
the improvement, and since the 
beginning of 2020 the bike has 
been very fast. 

“I think Dorna should look 
at this rule during this pandemic, 
because look at what happened 
to Valentino last year [and]  
Lewis Hamilton. 

Picture: WorldSBK.com

Insurance: Jonathan Rea wants the World Superbike Championship to introduce a dropped scores 
system as a temporary measure to cover off the risk of riders missing races due to contracting 
coronavirus.

Rea Wants Drop Out Cover
Jonathan Rea wants the World 
Superbike Championship to 
introduce a dropped scores 
system as a temporary 
measure to cover off the risk 
of riders missing races due to 
contracting coronavirus.

The latest wave of COVID-19 
in Europe has led to renewed fears 
that the 2021 WSBK season, due to 
begin in May, could be disrupted.

Moreover, there is the 
possibility of riders being sidelined 
from action, after both MotoGP 
star Valentino Rossi and Formula 
1 champion Lewis Hamilton 
missed races in their respective 
championships last year following 
positive COVID-19 tests.

WSBK’s protocols against 
coronavirus infections aren’t as 
strict as those of MotoGP (like 
WSBK promoted by Dorna Sports) 
or F1, although the bigger outfits 
in the category privately get their 
employees tested before, during 
and after race weekends.

Rea, who is chasing a seventh 
consecutive title with Kawasaki 
this year, said WSBK should allow 
riders in 2021 to drop their worst 
weekend from the standings to 
ensure the championship fight 
remains unaffected in case a 
contender is forced to skip a round.

WSBK

Tsunoda Brings Strength
Franz Tost is confident 
Yuki Tsunoda can bring his 
“extraordinary” strengths to 
AlphaTauri despite facing a 
steep learning curve through 

his debut Formula 1 season.
Tsunoda will embark on his 

rookie F1 campaign in 2021 
after graduating from Formula 
2, where he finished third in the 
championship last year.

The Japanese youngster is set 
to become the first driver born in 

FORMULA 1
the 2000s to race in F1, but faces 
limited opportunities to get up to 
speed before the opening race in 
Bahrain next month.

Teams have just three days 
of pre-season testing in 2021, 
with most set to split that evenly 
between its drivers. Tsunoda has 

managed to complete some private 
running in some of AlphaTauri’s 
older cars to compensate for this.

Speaking following the launch 
of AlphaTauri’s new AT02 car ahead 
of the 2021 season, team principal 
Tost said that while Tsunoda would 
face the regular challenges rookies 

encounter in F1, his skills would 
still shine through.

“We expect his learning 
curve to be quite steep, so he 
should be able to achieve a good 
performance quite quickly,”  
Tost said.



VIRTUAL MOTORSPORT Slayground 3 Motocross Video click here

SWITCH: Davies was 
announced as Go Eleven’s 

rider for the 2021 campaign, 
essentially swapping seats 

with his replacement in the 
works Ducati outfit, Michael 

Ruben Rinaldi.

Down But Not Out
Ousted Ducati factory World 
Superbike rider Chaz Davies 
says he is confident he will 
receive the Italian marque’s 
full backing for the upcoming 
season as he joins satellite team 
Go Eleven.

Davies was announced as 
Go Eleven’s rider for the 2021 
campaign, essentially swapping 
seats with his replacement in 
the works Ducati outfit, Michael  
Ruben Rinaldi.

The move came despite Davies’ 
publicly-stated initial reluctance to 
consider a switch to a non-factory 
team once it became clear his 
seat alongside Scott Redding was  
in danger.

However, the three-time series 
runner-up has now clarified that 
he will be kicking off the new 
season with the bike he finished 
2020 with, and believes it is in 
“Ducati’s interest” to ensure that 

WSBK
he has similar access to upgrades as 
factory riders Redding and Rinaldi.

“The starting point is what I 
had at the end of 2020, and that 
was the base of everything, that I 
would receive the correct material,” 
Davies said in an interview with 
WorldSBK.com. 

“Quite honestly, if it was 
anything less than factory support, I 
probably wouldn’t be sat here today 
because I’m here to win. 

Picture: WorldSBK.com

Advertising Tel: 082 570 2995  Motorsport World • March 2021 •  5

Fabio Looking For A Fight
Fabio Quartararo hopes he and 
Maverick Vinales have a rivalry 
like that of former Yamaha 
MotoGP teammates Valentino 
Rossi and Jorge Lorenzo as he 
joins the factory team in 2021.

Three-time MotoGP race winner 
Quartararo steps up to the factory 
Yamaha squad from Petronas SRT 
for this season in a straight swap 
with SRT-bound Rossi.

During their seven years 
together at the factory Yamaha 
squad, Rossi and Lorenzo developed 
a fierce rivalry, which led to a wall 

MOTOGP
being erected in the garage to split 
their teams and culminated in a 
bitter fallout while contesting the  
2015 title.

When asked during his first 
official appearance as a factory 
Yamaha rider at the team’s 
launch event how he thought his 
rivalry with Vinales may develop, 

Quartararo said: “With Maverick, 
I hope it will be like Valentino and 
Lorenzo because they fight 1-2 in 
the championship until the last race.

“I hope to take the place of 
Lorenzo to win the championship, 
but I have a good relationship with 
Maverick. I think we can work 
really well together, and we can 

bring Yamaha to the top.”
Quartararo led the 

championship for much of his 
sophomore 2020 season, but 
a dip in form dropped him to 
eighth in the standings.

Red Bull Growing Up
Christian Horner says Red Bull 
made a “grown-up” decision 
to look outside its junior 
drivers when deciding on 
its 2021 Formula 1 line-up, 
where Sergio Perez replaces  
Alex Albon. 

Perez is the first non-Red Bull 
junior to race for the energy drinks 
company’s eponymous team since 
Mark Webber was hired to race 
alongside David Coulthard in 2007. 

Since Sebastian Vettel replaced 
Coulthard after the Scot retired 
from F1 at the end of 2008, Red 
Bull has only run drivers that have 
been promoted from its Toro Rosso/

FORMULA 1
AlphaTauri sister squad.

But since Daniel Ricciardo left 
Red Bull at the end of 2018, the 
team has quickly replaced the two 
drivers brought in to race alongside 
Max Verstappen – Pierre Gasly 
and Albon – who both struggled 
to close a significant pace gap to  
the Dutchman. 

Speculation over Albon’s Red 

Bull future was high throughout 
2020, with the team announcing 
after the season had finished that 
it had demoted him to a reserve/
development driver role and brought 
in Perez, who was facing time out 
of F1 after losing his Racing Point/
Aston Martin drive to Vettel. 

“It was a tremendously difficult 
decision, and one that we were 

fortunate to have time to be able 
to fully consider - the whole 
season in fact,” Horner said.

“I think it was a grown-up 
view that we took to go outside 
of the scheme.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=djMXHMhsMB8&feature=youtu.be


More Covid Chaos
The start of the 2021 World 
Superbike Championship 
season has been postponed 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
as the opening Dutch round 
has been pushed back to May.

WSBK was one of the only 

international motorsport series 
last year to get its 2020 campaign 
underway as scheduled in February 
with the Phillip Island round before 
the first European lockdowns came 
into force.

When racing got back underway 
again, seven further rounds were 
scheduled in a truncated calendar.

Due to COVID-19, the 2021 

WSBK
season already had a later start date 
than normal, with the traditional 
season-opener in Australia 
currently subject to contract – 
though this appears unlikely to 
take place at all.

The campaign was due to begin 
on the weekend of 23-25 April 
at the iconic TT Assen circuit in  
the Netherlands.

But due to a ban on large scale 
events taking place in the Drenthe 
region where the circuit is situated 
until the start of June due to the 
virus, WSBK organisers have had 
to postpone the Assen round to  
July 23-25.

The Portuguese round at Estoril 
– where the campaign ended last 
year – will now serve as the new 

starting point on May 7-9.
Further revisions to the 2021 

WSBK calendar are still likely, 
with the Indonesian round at the 
under-construction Mandalika 
Street Circuit set for November 
still to be homologated.
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Yamaha’s 2021 launch event. 
“We were not all as one, and I 

think with Esteban [Garcia, crew 
chief], also Lin [Jarvis, managing 
director] and Maio [Meregalli, 

TEAMMATES:  Maverick Vinales believes Yamaha can be 
“one complete team” in 2021 now seven-time MotoGP world 
champion Valentino Rossi has left for Petronas SRT.

Yamaha Now The Complete 
Team
Maverick Vinales believes 
Yamaha can be “one complete 
team” in 2021 now seven-
time MotoGP world champion 
Valentino Rossi has left for 
Petronas SRT.

Yamaha signed Fabio 
Quartararo to take Rossi’s place for 
2021 at the start of last year, with 
the veteran Italian remaining a 
factory-backed rider with a switch 
to SRT. 

Vinales feels Yamaha has 
lacked unity within its ranks for 
the last three years, and believes 
now there is no longer the division 
within the garage of having 
“Valentino’s team” and “my team” 
the Japanese marque can be more 
“complete” as a unit in 2021. 

“I think for us it’s very important 
the unity in the team, because for 
the last three years everyone was 
going it alone,” Vinales said during 

MOTOGP

Ricciardo Hip Hop
Daniel Ricciardo says his 
wide hips make him on the 
limit for the width of current 
Formula 1 cockpits, but 
says he is all good with this  

year’s McLaren.
The Australian has not had an 

easy time squeezing into cars in the 
past, and he had a difficult baptism 
at McLaren as a first mock-up seat 
proved to be slightly too narrow 
and adjustments had to be made.

However, while the final fitting 

FORMULA 1
inside the MCL35M has proved to 
be okay for the Australian, he says 
that his hips – which often caused 
headaches inside the ultra-tight 
Red Bull cockpits – always need to 
be taken into account.

“I do have wide hips - I guess. 
I’m pretty thick boned,” said 

Ricciardo when asked about the 
progress since the tricky first  
seat fit.

“But I got in, so it was kind of 
the first mock up of the seat. And 
with the dimensions that they had, 
they kind of assumed what would 
be okay for me. But it wasn’t  

quite okay.
“Fortunately, it was just the 

seat and it wasn’t the actual keel 
itself that is too narrow. Since 
then I have been able to get in a 
seat and I do fit.”

team manager] what we are trying 
to do is take the 20 or 24 guys that 
are working inside the team to 
make it one team.

Picture: YamahaMotoGP.com



VIRTUAL MOTORSPORT Repsol Honda 2021 team launch click here
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GONNA CHANGE: Alfa Romeo has opted to spend its two 
Formula 1 development tokens for 2021 on designing a new 
nose and other parts around the front-end of the C41 car.

Alfa Romeo Gets New Nose
FORMULA 1
Alfa Romeo has opted to spend 
its two Formula 1 development 
tokens for 2021 on designing 
a new nose and other parts 
around the front-end of the  
C41 car.

Alfa Romeo unveiled its 
updated model for the 2021 season 
at an event in Warsaw ahead of its 
on-track debut in Barcelona..

All teams were permitted to use 
two tokens to upgrade certain parts 
of their cars for 2021 after agreeing 
to enforce a majority freeze on 
development to save costs in the 
wake of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Facing a limited choice on 
where to focus resources for the 
2021 car, Alfa Romeo technical 
director Jan Monchaux revealed 
the team opted to invest its tokens 
on the front end of the car.

“We decided to invest our 
two tokens on a new nose, so 
the nose box and the crash box 
obviously is brand new, which was 
mainly driven for aero reasons,” 
Monchaux explained.

“We then obviously worked 
massively [on] the front suspension, 

the front wing and the front [brake] 
drums, where the guys invested a 
lot of effort, as well as the barge 

Rins Welcomes Rules Change
Suzuki’s Alex Rins believes 
the stability in the technical 
regulations for the 2021 
MotoGP season should 
benefit the Hamamatsu 
manufacturer.

Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, MotoGP has 
implemented a freeze on engine 
development for 2021, with all 
but KTM (as it lost concessions in 
2020) and Aprilia (because it still 
has concessions) racing this season 
with last year’s motors.

Normal update regulations 

MOTOGP
outside of aerodynamic fairings 
and engines will still apply, but 
the stability in the rules will likely 
mean bike development won’t be 
dramatic in 2021.

Suzuki often had the most 
consistent bike during races 
weekends in 2021, with Rins 
scoring four podiums in the last 

seven races – including a win at 
Aragon – while teammate Joan 
Mir managed the most top-three 
finishes of anyone (seven) on his 
way to the title.

Rins believes the stability in 
the rules and the consistency of the 
current GSX-RR package could 
stand to benefit Suzuki – but insists 

the field will be even closer  
this season.

“Maybe it’s an advantage to 
us because we have a very good 
base, and every time we start on 
Friday we make a good decision 
with the set-up,” Rins said.

RALYCROSS

Champions Join Ekstrom
Reigning World Rallycross 
Teams’ Champion JC 
Raceteknik has joined forces 
with Mattias Ekstrom’s EKS 
concern to create the EKS 

JC team, and has committed 
to returning to World RX  
this year.

Running as KYB Team JC, 
the Joel Christoffersson-owned JC 
Raceteknik squad used EKS-built 
Audi S1s in World RX last season, 
having won the European series 

with Swede Robin Larsson and 
another EKS-built car in 2019.

Double DTM Champion and 
2016 World RX Drivers’ title-
winner Ekstrom set up his EKS 
World RX squad in 2014, and 
claimed both the Drivers’ and 
Teams’ titles in 2016.

The outfit secured official Audi 
support for 2017, but withdrew 
its full-blown, two-car effort after 
Audi quit the sport in 2018.

Now, the two Swedish firms 
will operate together, headed up by 
Christoffersson as Team Principal 
from his base in Kil.

“Me and Mattias share the 
same mindset and attitude for 
the sport,” said Christoffersson. 
“This is one of the main reasons 
why our cooperation has been 
so successful so far and that has 
become a solid foundation for 
joining forces for the future.

boards, and also the deflector in 
front of the car.

Picture: Pirelli

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vtbfrQ2B4dc


NEWSMAKER
OF THE MONTH
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WHAT THEY OFFER: Tork Craft 
is a leading brand supplied 

by Vermont Sales in Southern 
Africa, complimenting the tool 

industry with an extensive 
range of tools, power tools 

and accessories with over 
4990 products in the range

Tork Craft A Leading Brand
Tork Craft is a leading brand 
supplied by Vermont Sales in 
Southern Africa, complimenting 
the tool industry with an 
extensive range of tools, power 
tools and accessories with over 
4990 products in the range.

 To simply make your work 
easier and make the world go 
round.

 They focus on expanding the 
brand and receive almost monthly 
new lines and fresh solutions 
for their customers, retailers, the 
workplace, DIYers, and industry.

 Tork Craft brand leads the 
field in tools, power tools and 
accessories. Tork Craft accessories 
are designed to work successfully 

with all brands of power tools on 
the market, from angle grinders, 
drills, routers, screwdrivers, 
all types of saws and tile  
cutting equipment.

Great care is taken to ensure that 
the quality of the product is always 
maintained, and the packaging is 
constantly upgraded to provide 
useful information and safety tips 
and to look great on the stand. 

 This is the brand to look 
out for when visiting your local  
Hardware store!

To view the full range of Tork 
Craft products go to www.torkcraft.
co.za or www.vermontsales.co.za 

 Tork Craft is a leading brand of 
accessories at Vermont Sales and all 
products are available from leading 
specialist stores countrywide. For 
more information talk to your retail 
outlet or contact, Vermont Sales 
on 011 314 7711 or visit their web 

TOOL 
INDUSTRY

site www.vermontsales.co.za, or go 
direct to www.torkcraft.co.za  

 
Follow us on: Facebook | 

Instagram | YouTube https://www.
instagram.com/vermontsales/ 
https://www.youtube.com/c/

VermontSalesSouthAfrica  
https://www.facebook.com/

toolsupplier/ 
Trade enquiries welcome

 

Tork Craft Newsmaker Of The Month 
Launched
This month Motorsport World 
celebrates its 12th birthday

Motorsport World was 
launched in 2009 and since 
then has taken the coverage 
of both local and international 

MOTORSPORT
motorsport competition to new 
levels.

In addition Motorsport World 
has provide the opportunity for 
riders- driverws and their sponsors 
to get the media 

coverage which they deserve. 
Motorsport World’s coverage 

includes all South African national 

championship events in 
all disciplines plus international 

events such as Formula 1, MotoGP, 
DTM, World Rally Champs and 

much, much more. 
For those wishing to market 

their products and services 
Motorsport World provides the 
opportunity for meeting the 
objectives of all strategies

It provides: reach and frequency, 
the opportunity to publish features, 
benefits and retail offers. 

To celebrate its 12th birthday in 
conjunction Tork Craft Motorsport 
World is launching a other top 
class feature – TORK CRAFT 
NEWSMAKER OF THE MONTH.

Every month a Newsmaker of 
The Month will be chosen.

It could be a rider or a driver 
form any form of motorsport – 
circuit of off road. 

 A special feature on the 
Newsmaker will be published.

The Newsmakers from each 

month will automatically 
become a finalist for 
NEWSMAKER OF THE 
YEAR for which prizes totalling 
R10 000 will be up to be won. 

In December TWO 
NEWSMAKERS OF THE 
YEAR will be chosen – 
announced and awarded the  
prizes totally R10 000.



NUMBER 41: The first Tork Craft Newsmaker Of the Month is 
Motox Super Star Tristan Purdon.

FIRST PRIZE: In December TWO NEWSMAKERS OF THE YEAR 
will be chosen – announced and each will receive Tork Craft’s 
new Tradesman and Mechcnial Cantilever Toolbox set valued at 
R5000 each. 

Tristan Purdon Hits The Headlines

NEWSMAKER
OF THE MONTH

To celebrate its 12th birthday 
in conjunction Tork Craft 
Motorsport World is launching 
a other top class feature –
NEWSMAKER OF THE MONTH.

Every month a Newsmaker of 
The Month will be chosen.

It could be a rider or a driver 
form any form of motorsport – 
circuit or off road. 

The first Tork Craft Newsmaker 
Of the Month is Motox Super Star 
Tristan Purdon.

He also becomes an automatic 
finalist for Newsmaker Of  
The Year. 

 Purdon got the Red Bull KTM 
off to a great start to the 2021 
National Motocross Championship. 
Star rider Purdon snatched up three 
out the four heats he raced in to 
stamp his authority in both the 
MX1 and MX2 Class overall.

Having stepped into the season 
as the 2020 MX1 Champion, 
Purdon was especially pleased to 
taste victory in the MX2 Class for 
a change.

He commented, “I usually feel 
a bit heavier in the MX2 Class than 
the rest of the guys, so it was really 
good to prove that I have what it 
takes to keep the pace up front on 
my KTM 250 SX-F.”

Born in East London, Tristan 

grew up on a farm at the top of the 
Nico Malan Pass in the Cathcart 
district of the Eastern Cape where 
he started riding at only three  
years old.

At the age of five his father took 
him to the local Motocross track in 
East London where Tristan’s love 
for Motocross began.

He raced his first race in 2003, 
did several club races that year and 
quickly progressed from there with 
his mom Lynne and dad Roger 
continuously supporting Tristan in 
reaching his dreams.

2004 marked his first full year 
of racing in the regional Border 
(Eastern Cape) championship 
where he piloted his KTM 50 SX to 
an impressive second place overall 
and was unbeaten in the following 
two years to come.

At only eight years old, he 
started taking on the National 
series in the 65cc class by 2018 
he proudly held two National Pro 
Mini championship titles and an 
MX1 National Championship 
title that he added to his name 
in his rookie year in this highly  
competitive class.

Purdon’s next mission will be 
to prepare for the next round of 
the South African Championship 
in Port Elizabeth – a track the rider 
is particularly fond of for its thick 
sand and deep ruts.

Prizes valued at R10 000  
on Offer.

In December TWO 
NEWSMAKERS OF THE YEAR 
will be chosen – announced and 
each will receive Tork Craft’s 

NEWSMAKER 
OF THE 
MONTH

new Tradesman and Mechcnial 
Cantilever Toolbox set valued at 
R5000 each. 

This is a new introduction to 
Tork Craft’s comprehensive range.

The cantilever TCTB088 
an 88-piece Tradesmen 
toolbox set packed with quality 
Chrome Vanadium tools,  
professionally selected. 

This set is a tough steel 
construction toolbox, guaranteeing 
long life, measuring 468 mm x 200 
mm x 203 mm deep, its lockable, 
with tough double centre carrying 
handle and large opening with 5 
spacious storage trays.

Packed with an excellent 
selection of 88 Tork Craft quality 
Chrome Vanadium tools, selected 
for the tradesmen and general 
industry.  Included in the box are 
the important hand tools, pliers, 
screwdrivers, spanners, sockets, 
hammer, hacksaw and bit sets.

Tork Craft is a leading brand of 
accessories and tools from Vermont 
Sales. Tork Craft is available from 
leading stores countrywide for 
more information talk to your retail 
outlet or contact, Vermont Sales 
on 011 314 7711 or their web site 
www.vermontsales.co.za 

 Follow us on: Facebook | 
Instagram | YouTube https://www.
instagram.com/vermontsales/ 
h t t p s : / /www.you tube . com/c /
VermontSalesSouthAfrica  

https://www.facebook.com/
toolsupplier/ 

Trade enquiries welcome

Pictures: Supplied
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VIRTUAL MOTORSPORT Meet Newsmaker Tristan Purdon click here

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7KYhdM0aty8




FIX: Ferrari is expected to recover a “large part” of its power 
deficit in Formula 1 this year, reckons Alfa Romeo team principal 
Fred Vasseur.

Ferrari Power Recovery
Ferrari is expected to recover a 
“large part” of its power deficit 
in Formula 1 this year, reckons 
Alfa Romeo team principal  
Fred Vasseur.

After a difficult 2020 
campaign where the form of 
Ferrari and customer teams Alfa 
Romeo and Haas was hit by a 
drop in engine performance, the 
Italian manufacturer has been 
working hard over the winter to  
improve things.

It is set to introduce an all-new 
power unit for this season which it 
believes will move it away from 
being the worst engine out there 
– although it does not think it will 
be in a position to overhaul where 
Mercedes is at.

Speaking at the launch of Alfa 
Romeo’s 2021 car on Monday, 
Alfa Romeo chief Fred Vasseur 
expressed some optimism about 
the progress that Ferrari had made 
following recent discussions he had 
had with the team.

 “The collaboration with Ferrari 
is, I think, going very well,” he 
said. “We had a strong meeting, 
a long meeting over the winter 
to cover the points of last year, 

FORMULA 1

when perhaps we didn’t do the  
perfect job.

“We are on a good path. I 
think that on their side, they will 
recover probably a large part of 
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the issue that we had last year, 
and collaboration is getting better  
and better.

Picture: Pirelli

Championship Takeover
The World Rally Championship 
Promoter Group has signed a 
deal to promote the FIA World 
Rallycross Championship from 
this year, in an agreement with 
the FIA.

WRC Promotor and the FIA 
will collaborate to run the 2021 
World RX season, and are working 
on finalising a multi-year promoter 
agreement for the German-based 
company to hold the commercial 
and media rights for the series.

A tender process was opened 
in October to find a new promotor 

WRC
for World RX, after previous 
commercial rights holder IMG, 
who took over the discipline’s 
highest level from 2013 and 
elevated it to world championship 
status for 2014, confirmed its 
intention to pull out eight years into 
a 10-year deal.

A statement released by both 

the FIA and WRC Promoter said 
the WRC’s commercial rights 
holder since 2012 “has committed 
to investment in the world 
championship and in particular 
the development of the future 
electrification of rallycross.”

This year, the new all-electric 
FIA RX2e Championship will 

be launched as World RX’s 
undercard, before the sport’s 
top flight RX1 cars (formerly 
known as Supercar) are 
switched to electric power  
from 2022.

Satellite Can Land Title
Tech 3 team boss Herve 
Poncharal believes a satellite 
team can win the 2021 MotoGP 
world championship given the 
amount of factory support on 
offer now. 

Eight of 2020’s 14 grands prix 
were won by riders at satellite 
teams, with Fabio Quartararo and 
Petronas SRT teammate Franco 
Morbidelli responsible for three 
each, while Tech 3’s Miguel 
Oliveira won twice. 

Both Oliveria and Quartararo 
were riding factory-supported 

MOTOGP
machinery, while Morbidelli was 
on what Yamaha dubs its ‘A-spec’ 
M1 – which is essentially a 
2019 bike - and finished runner-
up to Suzuki’s Joan Mir in  
the championship.

In 2021, all satellite team riders 
but the Avintia duo and Morbidelli 
will be on factory-supported 

current-spec machinery
When asked during KTM’s 

official team launch day if a satellite 
team could win the championship 
in 2021, Poncharal responded: 
“Honestly, yes. Almost all satellite 
teams have equal machinery [to 
the factory teams], equal support, 
equal development speed. 

“We could see last year – 
with all respect to our factory 
team – we won more races  
than them.

“If you look at what happened 
in Jerez 2 and Spielberg 1, we 
could have been very close to 
maybe the best-placed KTM in  
the championship.
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IT’S TIME: Brad Binder says he “truly believes” KTM is now capable of fighting for the MotoGP world championship in 2021 after its 
breakout 2020 campaign.

Binder Has Title Hopes

Testing For Lappi

Brad Binder says he “truly 
believes” KTM is now capable of 
fighting for the MotoGP world 
championship in 2021 after its 
breakout 2020 campaign.

KTM scored three wins across 
its fourth year in the premier class 
last season, with Binder securing 
the Austrian marque’s first MotoGP 
victory in just his third race at the 
Czech Grand Prix. Tech3’s Miguel 
Oliveira – who is now Binder’s 
teammate at the factory squad – 
added two more to this tally at 
the Styrian and Portuguese GPs. 
Though it has lost its concession 
benefits for 2021, KTM will still 
enter the new season with a new 
engine after it lost its concessions 
during an enforced development 
freeze on all manufacturers as 
part of COVID-19 cost-saving 
measures last year. “I believe so, 
I believe we have an extremely 
competitive package underneath 
us,” Binder said after KTM’s 2021 
launch event when asked if KTM 
was ready to for a championship 
challenge. “Last season proved 
how strong our package was, and I 
only see us improving this season.

Picture: MotoGP.com

Esapekka Lappi says that he 
would be happy to perform 

MOTOGP

WRC

Australia Date Swap
A permanent date swap 
between Australia’s Formula 
1 and MotoGP races is on the 
table for 2022 and beyond.

MOTORSPORT 
CALENDAR

The two events, both run by the 
Australian Grand Prix Corporation, 
traditionally sit at opposite ends 
of their respective schedules, with 
Albert Park opening the F1 season 
in March and Phillip Island hosting 
MotoGP in October.

However, ongoing travel 
restrictions due to the pandemic 

have forced the postponement 
of this year’s F1 race, which is 
now scheduled to take place on 
November 21, four weeks after the 
MotoGP race.

According to AGPC boss 
Andrew Westacott, that’s opened 
the door for a major re-think in 
terms of timing for both events.

He says there are now 
four options when it comes to 
scheduling for 2022 and beyond, 
one of which is effectively a 
straight swap between the F1 and 
MotoGP events.

That would maintain the 
distance between the two, important 
for both event management and 

ticket sales, and address the 
regular calls from riders to shift 
Phillip Island to an autumn date 
in search of better weather.

“I can’t emphasise highly 
enough that there is nothing 
definitive about the calendars in 
2022,” Westacott said. 

test and development duties 
for a World Rally Championship 
manufacturer team as a means 
to earn a seat for 2022.

The 2016 WRC2 champion is 
currently without a seat in the WRC 

following his departure from the 
M-Sport Ford squad in December.

Following his title success with 
Skoda, Lappi won the 2017 Rally 
Finland in only his fourth event for 
Toyota, but switched to Citroen in 

VIRTUAL MOTORSPORT Michelin Motorsport Le Mans 2020 click here

2019 just before it withdrew from 
the WRC.

His single season with M-Sport 
was a struggle, with two fourth 
places on the Monte Carlo and 
Monza rallies his best results.

Lappi did much of the 
development work on the Fabia 
R5 in his four years at Skoda and, 
speaking before his competition 
return in the WRC2 class on the 

Arctic Rally Finland, he said he was 
open to testing for a manufacturer 
as work on the new hybrid-powered 
Rally 1 cars intensifies.

“I was part of the development 
of Skoda’s R5 right from the 
beginning and it turned out to be 
a very competitive car - not only 
under my hands, but also in the 
hands of all kinds of different 
drivers,” he said.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=36y_xfPSFOg


regions in preparation for the 
season ahead.

But if Erich Heystek, Wian 
Boshof, Kutlwana Malumane, 
Georgia Lenaerts, Berlin Robinson 
and Kent Swartz  have anything to 
do with it, Odendaal will have his 
work cut out for him to stay ahead 
at Benoni. Also in the fray are EW 
Hattingh, Luke Corbett and Tjaden 
Tromp. One kid to watch for sure, 
is little Noah Cronje, who makes 
his regional karting debut this 
weekend. 

Why, you may ask? Well 
he is former Rotax Max world 
champion, multiple South African 
race and rally champion Mark 
Cronje’s first born.

So with dad, uncle Gavin who 
is also a Rotax Grand Final winner 
and grandpa and the old team in 
his corner, the latest racing Cronje 
should certainly be one to watch. 

The Formula K Gauteng Rotax 
Max Challenge opener goes down 
behind closed doors without 
spectators in accordance with 
lockdown protocols.

Picture: Motorsport Fanatix

082 960 6976                             
ZWARTKOPS RACEWAY

083 662 1177
KILLARNEY RACEWAY

www.kart.co.za

OPEN TUESDAY TO SATURDAY

RENTAL KARTS

LETS GO: The 2021 Gauteng Rotax Max Challenge karting 
championship enters an exciting new era as racing gets under 
way at the Formula K Raceway in Benoni on Saturday 6 March.

Rotax Max Enters New Era
The 2021 Gauteng Rotax 
Max Challenge karting 
championship enters an 
exciting new era as racing gets 
under way at the Formula K 
Raceway in Benoni on Saturday 
6 March.

If the Zwartkops club meeting 
was anything to go by, a more 
chilled racing atmosphere under 
controlling body WOMZA is 
bound to be diametrically offset by 
red hot action on track.

The premier direct drive DD2 
action saw three different drivers 
take race wins in that club race 
dress rehearsal. 2021 Gauteng 
champion Jamie Smith resumes 
combat with Nick Verheul, but with 
Wayland Wyman, Niko Zafiris and 
Divan Braak in winning form. With 
Nicolas Spanoyannis and Tinahe 
Ncube wanting to make a mark, the 
FK action should be extreme.

Also look out for Toto Variava, 
Ethan Toth, Llewellyn Sutherland 
and Selim Kaymak. Moving on to 
top chain drive open class Senior 

KARTING
Max, Kian Grottis seems the 
man to beat based on his recent 
performances against Andrew 
Hill, Olerato Sekudu and Ryan 
Wustmann In other open classes, 
the FKR Shifters are finally coming 
of age with a large contingent 
of the old guard ready  to race 
including Rob Bakewell, Deon 
Auby, Jaco Nel, Ian Basson and 
Anton and Jurgen Pommersheim. 
Added to that Robert Fulton, 
Michael Hawcroft, Kurt Schultz 
and Chad Francis, Kearn Francis 
will resume Clubmans combat. 
Moving on to the school kid 
classes, South African champion 
Muhammad Wally should start 
as favourite in high school Junior 
Max. However, if their early 
season form is anything to go by, 
Wally may very well have his 
work cut out by Troy Snyman and  
Jayden Goosen. Moosa Kajee, 
Nicolaos Vostanis and Ricardo 
Tebbutt are also Juniors well worth 
keeping an eye out for.

East London kid Caleb 
Odendaal has been in scintillating 
form in the senior primary school 
age Mini Max as he toured the 
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How do you define yourself?
My career has been varied. 
Motocross was where I wanted to 
go but my Dad and uncles drove 
motor cars, one was into drag 
racing so we always had things 
like bobcats to go charging around 
in – that was me from three years 
old. So, we’d get a shovel and dig 
out jumps or drive go karts around 
the shop. I just wanted to try 
everything. My uncle was quarter-
back for the Denver Broncos but 
he got injured and came back to 
working in construction. Dad said 
he was the greatest athlete out 
of our town and state and didn’t 
make enough out of turning that 
hobby into a career so every day 
that you do something make sure 
you love it. Coming in with that 
mentality was awesome as I never 
did anything for the money, I did it 
because loved it. Starting, we didn’t 
have much growing up, my uncles 
would chip in to pay for gas and the 
local dealership gave us a bike. My 
parents had two mortgages on the 
house so I’m aware money was a 
huge deal.

ONE OF A KIND: Driven and seemingly indestructible, Travis Pastrana is living his dream.

Motorsport’s Super Maverick
Pastranaland is the apt name 
for the house and surrounding 
playground that Travis 
Pastrana has built just outside 
Anapolis in Maryland, USA. 
The daredevil Pastrana talks 
about the thinking behind his 
eponymous Pastranaland, the 
driving force behind his daring 
stunts and what’s next from one 
of motorsport’s mavericks.

The inspiration for 
Pastranaland?
Guy Cooper had Cooperland with 
a go kart when I was growing up 
and I guess I never grew up! It’s 
not actually that much land. It’s 
always changing with whatever 
we need and we build what we 
build. It helps with my Dad being 
in construction. In fact, it’s just 
a bunch of us rednecks in the 
backyard!

PERSONALITY
can be done. Take the backflip 
Superman, people said it wasn’t 
possible with gravity so we welded 
brackets on the clutch levers so the 
arms would hit those levers and 
pull you down. That was a pretty 
cool little niknak, so there’s a lot of 
stuff like that which makes stunts 
seem easy nowadays.

Your wife’s an X Games 
champion. Competitive 
household?
Very competitive. We don’t overlap 
in our sports, thank goodness. We 
are competitive with everything 
we do. Lyn-Z was thinking about 
trying to get to the Olympics as 
skateboarding went in so she won 
the World Championships in 2019, 
which was I was so proud of. But 
she enjoys being a mum. I’m just 
glad someone in the family grew 
up! She does a great job with 
everything.

Credits: Red Bull Content Pool
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What would you like to be 
remembered for?
I hope to be the guy who people 
think gave everything he had and 
always brought fun. We show we 
can mix it up and beat the best in 
the world on a good day. But we’re 
not Sebastien Loeb or one of the 
Formula 1 guys. But it’s fun and 
we’re good enough to live our life 
exactly how we want to and find 
ways around the norm.

Your latest venture is Nitro 
Rally Cross?
We were all set to kick that off and 
then Covid hit so that crushed us. 
But it’s kind of good that we had 
more time to work out deals with 
more tracks. There’s going to be 
five tracks in year one - special 
purpose built courses and I’ll 
either build them myself or else 
help with the guys. The goal is to 
make it exciting for fans but drivers 
too – there has to be options that 
different cars and manufacturers 
have the chance do to well at one 
and another at another. So, we’ll 
mix it up. Our goal is to continue 

to mix it up and, when the drivers 
think it’s figured out, we’ll change 
it up!

Is feeling fear important in what 
you do?
On fear, I think I do better with 
calculating risk - that’s my real 
talent. But things are a lot safer 
now. No one in Nascar is afraid of 
hitting the wall. Take Formula 1, 
they’d have 20 drivers on the grid 
in the 1970s and end the season 
with 18 so they’d lose like two a 
year. That’s gone. With Nitro Rally 
Cross, it’s my job to make it safe 
and to have zero injuries but you 
have to have something where 
you can mess up a jump or hit a 
jump with big consequences so 
that really plays into what you’re 
willing to do.

What’s the thinking behind a 
stunt?
It’s less about the stunts and more 
about the competition, even if the 
competition is just with yourself. 
I love when someone says it can’t 
be done then figuring out how it 
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THE FIELD: The World Superbike Championship has issued a provisional entry list for the 2021 season, with 24 riders representing 16 teams and five different 
manufacturers.

Championship Line Up
The World Superbike 
Championship has issued a 
provisional entry list for the 
2021 season, with 24 riders 
representing 16 teams and five 
different manufacturers.

The factory Kawasaki team 
will carry an unchanged line-up 
this year, with six-time champion 
Jonathan Rea partnering Alex 
Lowes for the second consecutive 
season after the latter’s switch from 
Yamaha in 2020.

Kawasaki customer Pedercini 
Racing will expand to two bikes, 
with Loris Cresson staying on after 

WSBK
his one-off appearance with the 
team in 2020, and joining ex-Barni 
Ducati rider Samuele Cavalieri.

Puccetti Kawasaki will 
promote 2017 World Supersport 
champion Lucas Mahias to 
replace the outgoing Xavi Fores, 
while Isaac Vinales will ride the 
final  ZX-10RR on the grid for  
Orelac Racing.

The Ducati’s line-up has 
witnessed a few changes over 
the winter, with Michael Ruben 
Rinaldi promoted to the factory 
squad alongside Scott Redding 
and Chaz Davies going the other 
way and joining the Go Eleven 
customer team.

Tito Rabat has joined the 

Ducati fold after losing his Avintia 
MotoGP ride, and will compete for 
the Barni squad. The Motocorsa 
Racing team will field Axel 
Bassani, the youngest rider in the 
field at the age of 21.

Over at Yamaha, Toprak 
Razgatlioglu will lead the works 
outfit and will be joined by reigning 
WSSP champion Andrea Locatelli. 

Garrett Gerloff has retained 
his GRT seat following a strong 
rookie season that saw Yamaha 
call him to take part in Friday 
practice for the Valencia MotoGP 
race while Valentino Rossi waited 
for his COVID test results. 
Gerloff will share the GRT garage 
with one-time grand prix starter  

Kohta Nozane. 
The Ten Kate team was 

crucially absent from the entry list, 
months after its 2020 rider Loris 
Baz cast doubt about the future of 
the team in the series. Ten Kate 
has been effectively replaced by a 
new Yamaha satellite team in the 
form of Gil Motor Sport, which 
will compete with Christopher 
Ponsson - the son of team owner 
Jean-Christophe Ponsson.

Both Alvaro Bautista and Leon 
Haslam will continue to ride for 
Honda following the Japanese 
manufacturer’s return to form last 
year. There will be two additional 
CBR1000RR-Rs on the grid run by 
MIE Racing, but the team is yet to 

reveal its line-up for 2021.
Finally, BMW will enjoy an 

increased presence in WSBK 
following the news that it has added 
two customer teams to its roster. 
Eugene Laverty and Jonas Folger, 
both with past MotoGP experience, 
will pilot the two satellite bikes run 
by RC Squadra Corse and MGM 
Racing respectively.

BMW’s factory team has also 
undergone a major change, with 
ex-Yamaha star Michael van 
der Mark joining the fledgling 
marque to partner 2013 champion  
Tom Sykes. 

Picture: WorldSBK.com
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Albon Wants His Seat Back
Alex Albon says there is no 
point ‘wallowing about’ over 
losing his Red Bull Formula 
1 drive, because that will not 
help him win a race seat back.

The Thai driver has been 
replaced by Sergio Perez for this 
season, after Red Bull felt that 
Albon had not delivered all that it 
needed in its bid to take the fight to 
Mercedes for 2021.

Albon has been retained as 
a reserve and test driver for this 

FORMULA 1
year, though, and is fully focused 
on convincing his bosses that he 
deserves another chance.

Speaking to selected media on 
Monday, Albon said that he quickly 
got over the hurt of being dropped, 
and was now completely focused 
on doing what he could to win 

back a drive with either Red Bull 
or AlphaTauri.

“It was disappointing and it is 
always going to be disappointing 
because this is our dream,” 
said Albon, when asked about 
how he dealt with the news of  
being dropped.

“My goal of course is to be 
back in a seat next year, and just 
be ready for this year as well. 
You never know what’s going to 
happen in terms of fitness or with  
COVID around.

GET STARTED: The MotoGP paddock will be subject to a strict 
lockdown protocol for the Qatar test and double-header to 
ensure the 2021 season can get underway safely.

Covid Paddock Lockdown
The MotoGP paddock will be 
subject to a strict lockdown 
protocol for the Qatar test 
and double-header to ensure 
the 2021 season can get  
underway safely.

The COVID-19 pandemic has 
already forced MotoGP to alter 
its plans for the start of the 2021 
season, with the Argentine and 
US Grands Prix postponed and a 
second Qatar race added, as well 
as round three now taking place  
in Portugal. February’s Sepang 
test was also cancelled due to 
the escalating virus situation in 
Malaysia. Despite the pandemic 
entering a second wave of 
infections across many countries 
worldwide, MotoGP is forging 
ahead with its plans to get its 
2021 season underway on time. To 
ensure virus safety, MotoGP has 
modelled its bubble protocols on 
that used for the Australian Open 
Tennis tournament and the NBA 
in America. All paddock members 
must have a valid negative test 
result within 72 hours of boarding 
the flight to Doha, and will take 
another PCR test upon arrival 
before being quarantined in their 
assigned hotels while awaiting 

MOTOGP

results. All paddock members 
will be subject to random PCR 
tests throughout their entire stay 
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Hyundai Needs Green Light
Hyundai is still awaiting 
“the green light” to develop 
its 2022 World Rally 
Championship challenger, 
with the Korean marque’s 

board yet to confirm whether it 
will compete next year.

While Toyota and M-Sport 
are inching closer to running their 
Rally1 test mules in the open for 
the first time, work on Hyundai’s 
new challenger has not yet been 
given the go-ahead, team principal 

WRC
Andrea Adamo confirmed.

From next season, the WRC’s 
top tier cars will adopt plug-in 
hybrid technology. As well as 
giving crews a power boost on the 
stages, the power pack can also be 
used on road sections.

Confirmation of the move 

followed a meeting of the FIA’s 
World Motor Sport Council back 
in October. However, despite input 
from Hyundai, the firm appears to 
remain undecided about the way 
forward.

“We have no agreement 
or confirmation that we will 

participate in the new era of 
WRC from 2022,” Adamo said. 
“In order to do so we need the 
green light from Hyundai’s 
board in Korea and we haven’t 
received that yet.

“We have provided all the 
information needed and now 
we have to wait for an answer, 
which we don’t know when we 
will receive.

VIRTUAL MOTORSPORT Michelin Motorsport – Formula E season 7 click here

in Qatar, with four hotels being 
utilised as bases.

Picture: MotoGP.com

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=afdaEndU_lA


Meet The Man In Car #13
New season, new challenges. 
Petrolhead Trevor Long is 
raring to go in car #13, his BMW 
E36 M3, which has undergone 
an eye-catching makeover  
for 2021.

Trevor has always had a love 
of cars, bikes, speed, racing and 
music.  As a teenager he joined his 
friends to go and watch racing and 
the desire to do it himself one day 
started back then. He was also a 
professional drummer and joined 
his first band at 22 playing for 
several bands such as No Alibi and 
Psyco Reptiles over a span of about 
10 years. 

In 1991 Trevor started Roof 
Surgeon with one bakkie and 
one team doing mostly domestic 
roofing. Today, through hard work, 
dedication, honesty and integrity 
the business has grown enormously.

When Trevor heard about the 
lNEX Legend cars coming to South 
Africa he and his wife Christel 
both went to Boksburg to give it 
a go. Being tall Trevor however 
felt a little uncomfortable and  
looked elsewhere.

Kyalami was their next ‘target’ 
and as passengers the couple went 
around the track and Trevor got to 
drive a Golf. He really enjoyed it 
and knew he was not going to stop 
there. The racing bug had bitten!

It was whilst seeking what 
racing options were available that 
Trevor learned about the BMW Car 
Club. As a BMW fan the decision 
came easy and the hunt for a BMW 
started and soon found. The first car 
build began and the rest is history.

Trevor started racing in 2014 
and he asked if number 13 was still 
available. It was, simply because 
nobody else wanted it!

Trevor’s first BMW ‘Old 
Faithful’ has had many facelifts 
since then, given him lots of 
experience, seat time, fun and some 
victories. It now has a ‘big brother’ 
but is still used for practise, family 
fun days and budget racing days. 
Many have tried, and failed, to buy 
‘Old Faithful’!

With the Longs both loving 
bikes the couple joined a Bike track 
day at Midvaal with his 1000cc 
and her 600cc Honda CBRs. Any 
and every suitable opportunity at a 
racetrack was a reason to have fun 
and be together. 

In 2018, due to back issues, 
Trevor missed several races and 
when he came back it was with a 
renewed passion and determination 

PROFILE
knowing he had some ‘catching 
up’ to do.  He had so much fun at 
Kyalami and won so many awards 
and gifts he needed help to carry the 
spoils to the car!

This success was however 
short-lived and Trevor was unable 
to race most of 2019 and 2020 due 
to 3 back surgeries which required 
recovery time, physio and much 
more. Now, sporting a bionic back, 
he is thrilled and grateful to be 
able to return to race again. When 
life gives Trevor Long lemons, he 
makes lemonade!

Trevor is always willing to get 
involved whenever possible. He 
loved and was honoured to be a 
BMW Car Club sponsor one year 
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and when they called on the drivers 
to help with renovations at Midvaal 
he did not think twice. He got one 
of his Roof Surgeon teams in to 
bring much needed scaffolding and 
materials and got stuck in. Trevor 
loves getting involved in things for 
a good cause.

As a race driver Trevor’s skills 
have grown so much and he’s 

joined the Big Boss Auto team to 
take care of his race car. 

Trevor Long is first and 
foremost a man of God, supports 
many NPOs, is Deputy Director 
of Crystal Clear Ministries 
International, is humble, is a 
great husband and father, a good 
employer, and a really special 
friend to have.

Old Fathful and his big brother.

#13 Raring to go and hit the track.

Looking good for 2021 thanks to Big Boss Auto

Trevor and his wife Christel - his #1 fan
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FINISH LINE: Pietermaritzburg hero Travis Teasdale turned the 
South African Cross Country Motorcycle Championship status 
quo on its head when he rode his TT Racing Gas Gas to victory.

Teasdale Championship Surprise

Tanak Beats The Young Gun

Pietermaritzburg hero 
Travis Teasdale turned the 
South African Cross Country 
Motorcycle Championship 
status quo on its head when he 
rode his TT Racing Gas Gas to 
victory in a rough, tough and 
muddy Jolivet, KwaZulu Natal 
season opener in his back yard 
on Saturday

Open class lad Teasdale beat 
reigning OR2 champion Brad 
Cox’s OR2 and OR1 rival Brett 
Swanepoel overall.

 Teasdale beat Cox by three and 
a half minutes, while Swanepoel 
was a further 37 seconds adrift. 

 Another OR1 privateer, Scott 
Bouverie was fourth overall from 
Jarryd Coetzee and OR3 winner 
Davin Cocker. 

Teasdale took OR1 from 
Swanepoel, Bouverie and Coetzee, 
with D’art Lobjoit a fine fifth and 
Hayden Louw sixth.

 Cox beat Ian Rall OR2, where 
Kerim Fitz-Gerald and Kyle Eggar 
were third and fourth. 

Cocker and Heygate beat Dylan 
Cox and Durban duo Haydn Cole 
and Stefan van Deventer in OR3, 
with Matthew Wilson’s and Taki 
Bogaiges next up.

Durban rider Dylan Jones 
took High School honours in a 
comfortable four and a half minute 

Hyundai’s Ott Tanak claimed an 
assured victory on the Arctic 
Rally to kickstart his 2021 World 
Rally Championship campaign,

In winning Tanak beat the 
Toyota of 20-year-old Kalle 
Rovanpera – who becomes the 

CROSS 
COUNTRY

WRC

victory over Damon Cox and  
John Botha. 

Wade Blaauw picked up where 
he left off with an emphatic Seniors 
win h Deon du Toit second and a 

Marc Advice Overload
Alex Marquez admits there 
was a stage in his rookie 
MotoGP season where he had 
to stop his world champion 

MOTOGP
brother Marc giving him advice 
as it became too much.

The 2019 Moto2 world 
champion stepped up to the factory 
Honda squad in 2020 and was 
meant to partner his six-time title-
winning brother Marc Marquez 

before he was ruled out of the 
campaign through injury after the 
Spanish Grand Prix.

Alex Marquez would score 
Honda’s only podiums of the 
season with a brace of second-place 
finishes in France and Aragon.

The younger Marquez brother 
had to field constant questions from 
the media about his brother and the 
advice he was giving him after 
each race, which Alex admitted 
to Motorsport.com became “a 
little bit” frustrating as the season  
wore on.

Marc Marquez gave his brother 
“a thousand” of bits of advice, but 
after a certain point last year Alex 

Marquez had to ask him to stop 
as he already had too much to 
process. 

“Well, at one point a little bit, 
because it always was difficult for 
me to say something,” Marquez, 
who joins LCR in 2021, said 
when asked if constant questions 
about his brother began to grate.

youngest-ever leader of the WRC 
drivers’ championship.

The final day consisted of 
two passes through the 22.47 km 
Aittajarvi stage and Toyota claimed 
a 1-2 on its morning run as Elfyn 
Evans claimed his second stage win 
of the event from Rovanpera, with 
the Hyundai of Thierry Neuville 
just 0.1s behind in third.

The battle between Rovanpera 
and Neuville for second place on 
the rally would also determine the 
provisional championship lead.

The points leader coming into the 
Lapland-based rally was defending 
title holder Sebastien Ogier, who 
had battled an unfavourable road 
position throughout the event, and 
restarted on Sunday after crashing 
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out at the flying finish of Saturday’s  
final stage.

.“You know first when you 
come to a new event you never 
know what to expect,” said Tanak. 

“This weekend we came to 
Finland, kind of home country 
of Toyota, [Gazoo Racing WRT 
has a base in Finland] and also 
Rovanpera was expected to be very 

strong so the pressure was there for 
sure and then we knew it’s going 
to be very complicated to take  
the fight.

New championship leader 
Rovanpera expressed satisfaction 
with the result, albeit tinged with 
frustration after struggling with his 
setup earlier in the rally.

happy Achim Bergman third.
Greg Naim took the Masters 

win from Wayne and Carel 
‘Mieleies’ Le Roux.

Picture: TTracing


